[image: image1.png]



NEWS RELEASE
USDA Forest Service

Coronado National Forest         

300 West Congress

Tucson, AZ 85701

www.fs.fed.us/r3/coronado 

For Immediate Release


    CONTACT:  Dean McAlister (520) 670-4528

Gail Aschenbrenner (520) 670-4529

Santa Catalina District Ranger Ron Senn (520) 749-8700

CORONADO FOREST RE-OPENS THURSDAY

FIRE-DAMAGED BULLOCK AND ORACLE HILL AREAS TO REMAIN CLOSED

TUCSON, AZ (July 17, 2002)-- Effective Thursday, July 18, the Coronado National Forest will re-open to public access, except for areas within the Bullock and Oracle Hill Fires.  One additional area, Oak Tree Canyon on the east side of the Santa Rita Mountains, will remain closed to public access due to non-fire related rehabilitation work.

“We’ve received sufficient moisture throughout the Forest to reduce the risk of extreme fire danger,” said Dean McAlister, Coronado National Forest Fire Staff Officer.  “We want to extend our thanks to the public for their patience and support during this year’s prolonged wildfire season.”  Restrictions on open campfires and outdoor smoking also are lifted on Thursday, but McAlister warns people to be careful.  “Fire season is year-round in southeast Arizona,” he said.  “Grassy areas can still pose a potential for wildfire starts because they can dry out quickly.”  

Areas remaining closed until further notice due to public safety hazards include:

· Control Road (Forest Road 38),

· Incinerator Ridge Road,

· General Hitchcock Campground,

· Bigelow Mountain Road and Dispersed Recreation Area,

· All hiking trails within the perimeters of the Bullock and Oracle Hill Fires including Crystall Springs #17, Butterfly #16, Kellogg #45, Knagge #18, Davis Springs #31, Brush Corral #19, Shortcut #21A, Green Mountain #21, Maverick Spring #704, Guthrie Mountain #704A, and Oracle Ridge #1.
“These areas will remain closed due to the potential for flash flooding, land slides and hazard trees that can fall without warning,” said Ron Senn, Santa Catalina District Ranger.  “Rehabilitation work continues within fire areas, but right now, it’s too soon to say when those areas would re-open.”
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