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WALKER FIRE BURNING IN REMOTE AREA NEAR INTERNATIONAL BORDER

NOGALES, AZ (June 13, 2000)--  The Walker Fire is burning in rugged terrain in grass and chaparral in a remote area of the Nogales Ranger District on the Coronado National Forest, about nine miles west of Nogales, Arizona, along the international border with the Republic of Mexico.

The fire was estimated at 110 acres this morning.  No structures are threatened in this remote area.  The fire is being investigated as human-caused.  

The Walker Fire was reported on Wednesday, June 12 about 4:15 p.m.  Coronado National Forest firefighters responded immediately.  Fifteen firefighters worked on the blaze throughout the night.  One hundred firefighters are expected to be on the fire line tonight, including crews from Northwest Fire and the Arizona State Department of Corrections, Douglas.  Additional crews have been ordered.  The Southeastern Arizona Incident Management Team will assume management of the fire on Friday.

Today, three helicopters are working on the fire, dropping buckets of water and shuttling crews into the fire area which has very limited road access.

The Coronado National Forest remains closed to unauthorized entry and will remain closed until conditions improve.
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