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MT. GRAHAM DETERMINED ELIGIBLE FOR NATIONAL REGISTER

TUCSON,AZ (June 13, 2002)--  The Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places has formally recognized Mt. Graham on the Coronado National Forest as a “traditional cultural property” of the Western Apaches.

“The federal process for National Register eligibility included consultation with the San Carlos, White Mountain, and Yavapai Apache Tribes,” said John McGee, Forest Supervisor.  “The status of Mt. Graham as a traditional cultural property does not convey restrictions or limitations on access.  Several sites on the mountain eligible for the National Register are ………………”

The Determination of Eligibility report, prepared by the Forest and used as the basis for the Keeper’s determination, documents the importance of the mountain to Apaches, citing qualities and themes that make Mt. Graham “significant” in terms of National Register criteria including its importance as a source of natural resources used for ceremonial and medicinal purposes; a place of prayer; and a source of supernatural power.

