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JUNE 8 SET FOR SABINO CANYON “GATEWAY” RIBBON CUTTING CEMERONY

TUCSON, AZ (June 3, 2002)--  The public is cordially invited to attend a formal ribbon cutting ceremony on Saturday, June 8, 2002, beginning at 8:00 a.m., to celebrate the grand opening of new visitor facilities at Sabino Canyon.  The event will include an appearance by Congressman Jim Kolbe, a formal ribbon cutting with project partners, and the unveiling of the first installment of handcrafted ceramic donor tiles.  Following the ceremony, the Santa Catalina Ranger District will host an “open house” in the visitor center courtyard.  The $5 parking fee will be waived for the day's event.
“We’re excited about the new features because visitors have been asking for them,” said Ron Senn, District Ranger.  “All new facilities meet accessibility standards for visitors with disabilities, too.”  Senn said nearly 1.5 million people each year visit the popular national forest site.

Construction began in October 2001 for the “re do” that includes new restrooms and ramadas, bicycle parking, a stretching area for joggers, vending machine building, and improved walkways set among native plant landscaping.

"We appreciate the ongoing support of our friends and neighbors who dearly love Sabino Canyon," said Jim Ruhman, president of the Friends of Sabino Canyon.  Ruhman said that donations of $1000, $500, and $250 to the group will be recognized with donor names hand painted onto colorful tiles that will decorate the new ramadas.

The Gateway Project was funded through Forest Service capital investment funds, revenue from Catalina Mountain Fee Demonstration passes, and partner donations from Canyon Ranch, Friends of Sabino Canyon, Hugh Connolly, Diamond Ventures, as well as those from other individuals and groups.
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