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FIRE PREVENTION PATROLS PICK UP THE PACE 

TUCSON, AZ (May 10, 2002)--  Forest Service officials have increased fire prevention patrols in Redington Pass, Happy Valley and on Mt. Lemmon, according to Bill Hart, Santa Catalina Ranger District Fire Prevention Officer.

“We now have fire prevention patrols working around the clock,” said Hart.  “What we’re finding is that some people still don’t know about the restrictions, or are confused about where they actually can have campfires.”

On April 11, Coronado National Forest officials implemented fire restrictions, limiting campfires only to developed recreation areas.  Smoking is limited to developed recreation sites, buildings, vehicles, or areas at least 3 feet in diameter cleared of all burnable material.  Fireworks are banned from national forests year-round.

“‘Developed recreation areas’ are official Forest Service campgrounds and picnic areas in which metal grills and other improvements are provided,” said Hart.  “Areas without these features are off-limits to campfires.  Building campfires in these so-called ‘dispersed sites’ will earn you a violation.”  Pressurized liquid or gas stoves, lanterns and heaters meeting safety specifications are allowed in dispersed areas during fire restrictions.

Forest Service law enforcement officers report that six individuals on the Santa Catalina Ranger District, and one on the Nogales Ranger District have been cited since the April 11 implementation of fire restrictions.  Fire restriction violations are punishable by a maximum fine of $5000 for an individual or $10,000 for a legal entity other than an individual, or imprisonment not to exceed six months, or both.  

People who witness suspicious activities are urged to report violations to the nearest County Sheriff’s Office, Coronado National Forest offices or field patrols, or to contact the Southeast Zone Fire Dispatch office at (520) 670-4832.
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