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     CONTACT:  Keith Graves (520) 281-2296
DEFUNCT RESORT FACILITY SLATED FOR DEMOLITION

NOGALES, AZ (April 29, 2002)--  The Forest Service will begin tearing down and removing all buildings at the former Pena Blanca Lake Resort, starting this week.

“Vandals now have completely destroyed the restaurant and buildings,” said Keith Graves, Nogales District Ranger.  “It’s a safety hazard that needs to be removed.”  Graves said that the area would be restored to natural conditions as quickly as possible.  Restoration work will include grading and erosion control to stabilize soils.

Beginning Tuesday, April 30, Highway 289 will be closed at the junction of upper Thumb Rock Road.  The temporary closure also includes the west side of Pena Blanca Lake in the vicinity of the old resort.  The area should reopen to public access within 2-3 days after demolition and haul is completed.

During the demolition, visitors will continue to have access to the east side of Pena Blanca Lake Recreation Area at Red Rock Picnic Site and Atascosa Viewpoint; and on the west side from the lake’s boat launch and upper Thumb Rock Picnic Area.
Pena Blanca Resort Inc. was issued a Special Use permit by the Coronado National Forest in 1988.  However, numerous problems occurred at the resort over the years, forcing the agency to revoke the permit in December 1996, based on failure to comply with permit conditions, as well as the resort’s failure to make the necessary improvements to bring the site up to applicable county, state and national codes.  In March 2001, Judge Raner C. Collins, District Court of Arizona, upheld the Forest Service’s decision to revoke the permit.

No plans have been developed for future use of the site at this time; however, the Forest Service will issue notice for public comment upon development of a proposal.  
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