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FIRE MANAGERS CONCERNED ABOUT WILDFIRE POTENTIAL 

TUCSON, AZ (April 25, 2002)--  A rash of illegal campfires in the Happy Valley and Redington Pass areas is leading fire managers to crack down on violators in those, and in other areas of the Coronado National Forest. 

“We are concerned about the large number of illegal campfires we’re finding outside of developed recreation sites,” said Rocky Tow, Santa Catalina Ranger District Fire Management Officer.  “We want people to know that we are serious about fire restrictions, and will issue violation notices for failure to comply.”

Violation of the fire restriction order is punishable by a maximum fine of $5000 for an individual or $10,000 for a legal entity other than an individual, or imprisonment not to exceed six months, or both.

The Coronado National Forest implemented fire restrictions on April 11 that include a ban on campfires outside of developed recreation areas, limiting fires only to grills and fire rings provided by the Forest Service in developed recreation sites.  The order restricts smoking to vehicles, buildings, developed recreation areas, or in a space at least 3 feet in diameter, cleared of all burnable materials.  Fireworks are banned in all national forests year-round.  Pressurized liquid or gas stoves, lanterns and heaters meeting safety specifications are allowed in areas outside developed campgrounds and picnic areas during fire restrictions.

Since January 1, 260 human-caused fires (totaling 11,176 acres) have been reported on lands managed by the Coronado National Forest, Safford District of the Bureau of Land Management, San Carlos Agency, Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge, and the Tohono O’odam Nation.  Only nine lightning fires (totaling 236 acres) have occurred within the same timeframe.
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