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FIRE RESTRICTIONS ON CORONADO FOREST TO BEGIN THIS WEEK

TUCSON, AZ (April 8, 2002)---The Coronado National Forest will implement fire and smoking restrictions starting at 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, April 11, 2002.  

“Fire danger is high to extreme in southeast Arizona,” said Dean McAlister, Coronado National Forest Fire Management Officer.  “We are counting on public cooperation to keep the number of human-caused fires to a minimum during this very dry season.”  McAlister said restrictions would be lifted after the Forest receives appreciable precipitation.  The year-round free campfire permit system on the Santa Catalina Ranger District, including Mt. Lemmon and Redington Pass, will be suspended during fire restrictions.

Restrictions include the following:

· Open Campfire Restrictions:  Campfires, charcoal grills and stove fires are prohibited on national forest lands, except in Forest Service developed campgrounds and picnic grounds where grills are provided.  Pressurized liquid or gas stoves, lanterns and heaters meeting safety specifications are allowed.

· Smoking Restrictions:  Smoking is allowed within an enclosed vehicle or building; a developed recreation site; or while stopped in an area at least three feet in diameter and free of all flammable material.
· Fireworks:  Fireworks are prohibited on all national forest lands year-round.
For other local fire restrictions and fire information for any Southwestern Forest:

· Check our website www.fs.fed.us/r3/fire
· Phone 1-877-864-6985 (toll free).
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