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Construction Work at End of Sabino Road Completed

TUCSON (January 10, 2002)--  Leaping lizards!  Or are they just basking in the sun?  Visitors who journey to the end of Sabino Canyon Road should be pleasantly surprised when they arrive at the newly renovated vista point. 

“The improvements feature some unique details,” said Ron Senn, Santa Catalina District Ranger.  “For example, stonework on all new retaining walls, seat walls, and piers is characteristic of historic Civilian Conservation Corps work throughout Sabino Canyon.”  The CCCs, as they were known, built bridges and other facilities in Sabino Canyon and throughout the nation in the 1930s.

Desert plants inspired the design for safety railing created to resemble mesquite and ocotillo branches.  Sculpted lizards, boulders and native plants are included in the newly landscaped area.  Other improvements include the renovation of the Sabino Canyon Trail #23 stairway, and installation of new benches and trash bins.

“People who use wheelchairs can now enjoy greater access,” said Debby Kriegel, Forest Landscape Architect.  Barrier-free improvements include the tour shuttle’s unloading area, the new restroom building, and vista point.

The end-of-the-road project was designed by Stantec Consulting Inc., with construction work by general contractor Inabnit Enterprises Inc.  Funds for the project came from Congressional appropriations earmarked for backlogged recreation facility maintenance, with additional support from user fee revenue under the Recreation Fee Demonstration program.
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