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 Dear Interested Participant: 
 
 

The Peaks Ranger District is pleased to announce the second release and completion of the 
comprehensive analysis process and Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Jack Smith/Schultz Fuels 
Reduction and Forest Health project. The EA, appendices, and maps are included in this package. This 
cover letter briefly describes background information for the project, the preferred action, and procedures 
for filing objections to the project. 
 
This is the second release of the Jack Smith Schultz Fuel Reduction and Forest Health Project EA.  In 
September, 2007 the district released the EA for a 30 day objection period.  There was one objection 
received, signed by two objectors, the Center for Biological Diversity and the Forest Guardians. 
 
At the conclusion of a 30 day review process the Reviewing Official, Joe Stringer, Deputy Forest 
Supervisor, found some deficiencies in the analysis.  The reviewing official requested, in an Objection 
Response Letter to Objectors on 11/16/2007 that the district ranger address these deficiencies and do 
further analysis and explanation in relation to questions about meeting Forest Plan Standard and 
Guidelines for management of the Northern goshawk.  The reviewing official also requested that the 
district make the EA available for objection upon the completion of the requested analysis.  The enclosed 
EA reflects the additional analysis completed as a result of the first objection period.   
 

Preferred Alternative 
Alternative 2 is my preferred alternative to accomplish fuel reduction and forest structure needs in the 
project area.  Alternative 2 includes: 

 Thinning on approximately 8,791 acres; 

 Meadow and grassland restoration on approximately 27 acres; 

 Aspen restoration and protection on approximately 35 sites and 150 acres; 

 Initial and maintenance prescribed burning on approximately 9,364 acres; 

 Constructing and decommissioning (after use) 2 - 5 miles of temporary road to provide access for 
thinning operations; 

 Closure of 27.9 miles and obliteration of 38 miles of roads determined to be excess to the desired 
open road system or otherwise undesirable due to the effects on soil and watershed resources. 

 Implementing mitigation and monitoring measures that minimize the effects of project activities 
on soil and water resources, wildlife habitat, vegetation, recreation, rare plants, noxious or 
invasive weeds, and cultural resource quality; and 



 

 Implementing Best Management Practices designed to prevent or reduce the amount of pollution 
generated by non-point sources to levels compatible with water quality goals, and to control and 
contain noxious or invasive weeds in the project area. 

A complete description of Alternative 2 activities and mitigation and monitoring measures is located in 
Chapter 2 of the EA. 

Objection Process 
 
As instructed by the reviewing official, we are opening the project to a second 30 day objection period.  
This second objection period will be subject to the same objection process used in the initial period.  
Therefore the project will be subject to the objection process pursuant to 36 CFR Part 218 Subpart A and 
is not subject to notice, comment, and appeal procedures under 215 (218.3).  Objections will be accepted 
only from those who have previously submitted written comments specific to the proposed authorized 
hazardous fuel reduction project either during scoping or other public involvement opportunities on the 
EA (218.6).  Individual members of organizations must have submitted their own comments to meet the 
requirements of eligibility as an individual, objections received on behalf of an organization are 
considered as those of the organization only.  If an objection is submitted on behalf of a number of 
individuals or organizations, each individual or organization listed must meet the eligibility requirement 
of having previously submitted comments on the project (218.6) 

Objection Requirements 
 
The objection must contain at a minimum, a sufficient narrative description of those aspects of the 
proposed project objected to, specific issues related to the project, and suggested remedies which would 
resolve the objection. Incorporation of documents by reference shall not be allowed; rather complete 
copies of references should be included.  

Individuals and organizations filing an objection must also provide the following information: (218.7) 

 Objector’s name and address; with telephone number if available.  

 Signature or other verification of identity upon request.  (A scanned signature may serve as 
verification on electronic objections.) 

 For objections with multiple names or multiple organizations, identification of the lead Objector 
is required.  Verification of the identity of the lead Objector shall be provided on request.  

 The name of the proposed project, the name and title of the responsible official, and the name(s) 
of the National Forests(s) and/or Ranger District(s) on which the proposed project will be 
implemented. 

Written objections, including any attachments, must be filed (regular mail, fax, email, hand-delivery, or 
express delivery) with Joe Stringer, Reviewing Officer, at 1824 S. Thompson St., Flagstaff, AZ 86001; by 
fax at (928) 527-3420; or by email at jstringer@fs.fed.us within 30 days following the publication date of 
the legal notice in the Arizona Daily Sun.  The office business hours for those submitting hand-delivered 
objections are 8:00 to 4:30 pm Monday through Friday, excluding federal holidays.  Electronic objections 
must be submitted in a format such as an email message, plain text (.txt), rich text format (.rtf), and Word 
(.doc).  It is the responsibility of objectors to ensure their objection is received in a timely manner (218.9). 

The publication date in the Arizona Daily Sun, newspaper of record, is the exclusive means for 
calculating the time to file an objection.  Those wishing to object to this proposed project should not rely 
upon dates or timeframe information provided by any other source.  Time extensions of the objection time 
period are not permitted (218.9). 
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Timing of Project Decision and Implementation 
 
When the objection-filing period has ended and responses have been made to any objections by the 
Reviewing Officer, the Responsible Official may make a final decision on the project.  The Reviewing 
Officer shall issue a written response to any Objectors within 30 days following the end of this objection-
filing period (218.9).  If no timely objections are filed, a decision can be made on the 5th business day 
following the close of the filing period (218.11).  Implementation may begin immediately after the 
decision is made.  

For more information on how this objection process works or additional information regarding the 
project, contact Alvin Brown, Environmental Coordinator, at 5075 N. Hwy 89, Flagstaff, AZ, 86004; by 
phone at (928)527-8234; or by email at arbrown@fs.fed.us.  The EA and additional information regarding 
this project can be found on the Coconino National Forest website at 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/coconino/nepa/index.shtml.  Objections process information under 36 CFR 218 
Subpart A can be found electronically on the national Forest Service website at 
http://www.fs.fed.us/emc/applit/36cfr218a.htm. 

I would like to thank everyone who participated in this planning effort.  This EA is the culmination of 
over a year of meetings, field trips, and passionate discussions over forest management in the area.  It has 
been a tremendous value to the process to work with partners who’ve worked together to find innovative 
and common solutions to forest health and fire risk concerns.  I’m confident Alternative 2 will best meet 
the needs of the public and the forests surrounding the greater Flagstaff community. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
/S/ GENE WALDRIP 

 
MARCH 07, 2008 

Peaks and Mormon Lake District Ranger   
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