United States Forest Apache-Sitgreaves P.O. Box 640

Department of Service National Forests Springerville, AZ 85938-0640

Agriculture (928) 333-4301 FAX: 333-6357
TTY: (928) 333-6292

File Code: 5430

Date: May 20, 2005
Dear Interested Party:

RE: Exchanges—Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests--(BC2 LLC/Genesis Real Estate/Dry Lakes Land Exchange)

The Forest Service is considering an exchange of land with BC2 LLC/Genesis Rea Estate and Development, Inc. The
proposed action is to exchange 586.4 acres of private non-Federal land located within the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests,
Apache and Navajo Counties, Arizona, for 176.9 acres of Federal National Forest land in the Morgan Flat area near Pinetop-
Lakeside, Arizona located within the Sitgreaves National Forest, Navgo County, Arizona. The offered non-Federal lands are
located within Section 24, T8N, R27E and Section 19, T8N, R28E, G& SRM (111.09 ac.); Section 26, T8N, R30E, G& SRM
(260 ac.); Section 35, T8N, R30E, G& SRM (160 ac.); Sections 21 & 28, T7N, R30E, G& SRM (20.34 ac.); and Section 9,
TON, R23E, G&SRM (35 ac.). The Federal land selected for exchange is located in Sections 3, 4 & 9, T9N, R23E, G& SRM
(176.9 ac.).

A copy of the Dry Lakes Land Exchange Proposed Action can be accessed on the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests internet
web site at www.fs.fed.us/r3/asnf/. Click on the link for the Proposed Dry Lakes Land Exchange at Projects and Plans. If you
do not have access to the internet a hard copy of the Proposed Action may be obtained from the Lakeside Ranger Station, 2202
W. White Mountain Blvd., Lakeside, AZ 85929, phone: (928) 368-5111, or the Apache-Sitgreaves Forest Supervisor's Office
at P.O. Box 640, 309 S. Mountain Ave., Springerville, AZ 85938, phone: (928) 333-4301.

A public open house has been scheduled for June 14, 2005 at the Lakeside Fire Station located at 2922 Highway 260, Lakeside,
AZ from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. to furnish additional information and gather comments from interested parties.

In accordance with USDA Forest Service Regulations (36 CFR 215), we are providing notice of the 30-calendar day comment
period. The opportunity to comment for proposed actions on the Dry Lakes Land Exchange to be analyzed and documented in
an Environmental Assessment begins on the first day after publication of the legal notice in the White Mountain Independent,
the newspaper of record. The time period for the opportunity to comment shall not be extended. The anticipated publication
date is approximately May 24, 2005.

Only those who submit timely and substantive comments during the comment period will be accepted as appellants.

Comments should be submitted to Attention; Sharon Wallace, Lakeside Ranger District, 2202 W. White Mountain Blvd.,
Lakeside, AZ 85929, or faxed to Sharon Wallace, Lakeside Ranger District (FAX 928-368-6476). Individuals and
organi zations wishing to be eligible to appea must provide the following:

1. Name, address, and, if available, telephone number.

2. Title of the proposed action on which comment is being submitted.

3. Specific substantive comments (36 CFR 215.2) on the Proposed Action, along with supporting reasons that the

Responsible Official should consider in reaching a decision.

4. Submitted comments must be signed or other verification of identity of the submitter provided upon request.

Office hours for those wishing to hand-deliver comments are 8:00 A.M —4:30 P.M., MST, Monday through Friday.

Requests for a copy of the Proposed Action, or comments on the Proposed Action may also be sent via e-mail (subject line =
Dry Lakes Land Exchange) to: mailroom r3 apache sitgreav@s.fed.uj. Submission of electronic comments must include
the above identified information.

Following the 30-day comment period and administrative documentation, the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest Supervisor
will make a decision concerning the proposal. This decision will consider comments made by the public, environmental,
social, and economic considerations, and conformity with the Forests' Plan.

Sincerely,

/s Deryl D. Jevons for
ELAINE J. ZIEROTH
Forest Supervisor
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