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AG 8371-S-09-7016, VIPR I-BPA for Potable Water/Gray Water/Trailer Mounted 
Handwashing Stations for Southwestern Region, R3 

POTABLE WATER 

Q: Potable Water:  Canteen fill requirements need more specifics as to amount of flow 
required, i.e. 2 ½ gallons per minute; 1 gallon per minute, etc.   We use ½ inch full port 
ball valves. Using gravity flow with these valves will yield three times more water than 
¾ inch hose bib with gravity flow.  The majority of our units with canteen fill are 
pressurized ½ inch fittings. Is that acceptable? 

A: Equipment must meet the requirements specified in D.2.1.2.1(i). 

Q: Equipment- It says we need a seven bib feeder bar - does it have to be permanently 
attached? Does each bib need a separate back flow valve or just a back flow valve 
between the tank and the bar?   Does each bib need a small hose on it or just the 
faucet? What needs to be on the 1" opening?   How many feet of what size hose do 
we need to have on the truck? What fitting are required to adapt to the different 
incidents? 

A: Refer to the requirements specified in D.2.1.2.1(i).  There is no requirement for the 
bar to be permanently attached. Backflow protection is required between the bar and 
tank. The amount and size of hose is not specified by the solicitation.  Dispensing 
spouts or hose bibs are required. 

Q: Training: Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) requires that the 
operator of a potable water tender be able to verbally explain sanitizing, chlorine testing 
and water handling procedures.  What other specific training, if any, will be required?   

A: Exhibit F Safety Standards Paragrah C. recommends “Six Minutes for Safety” 
training from the NWCG website www.nwcg.gov , but there is no other required training; 
unless specified by the county or state. 

Q: If we have no local certification process for our trucks at this time potable or gray 
does this mean we bid without certification? 

A: All states have some sort of process for inspecting and certifying potable water 
trucks, but there may not be any for gray water.  Your potable water truck must be 
certified by either your state or county government.  Contact your state’s Department of 
Environmental Quality which has jurisdiction over the process. 
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Q: Inspection - Will there be an inspection of equipment to have bid awarded?  In the 
past I've had equipment inspected at the Gila office before they would send me to an 
incident. Will that still be the procedure or do we just go directly to incident and get 
inspection there? 

A: How incident inspections are handled varies from Forest to Forest.  There will 
definitely be an incident inspection, and your dispatcher will direct you where to report 
for inspection. There are no inspections required before award.   

Q: What is the reality on the ground for most incidents regarding the need for double 
shift capability for Potable water rigs? Seems like most incidents I've been at there is 
just one operator for Potable water rigs. 

A: The reality is what you’ve experienced in the past.  However, if there were a major 
incident (something like Hurricane Katrina) that would possibly require a second shift, 
the resource order would state the need for a second operator and you would be paid 
165% of the daily rate. 

Q: In the point system are there other points considered besides price and size, for 
example age of equipment, previous experience, etc.?  Are there extra points allocated 
for the capability to provide personal (sic) for a double shift?   

A: Points are given only for the advantages as listed in the tables in Exhibit J.  The 
points are combined with price to determine your placement on the Dispatch Priority 
List. Past performance is also evaluated but does not provide any points. 

HANDWASHING STATIONS 

Q: We have to put a daily rate, weekly rate, and monthly rate in for hand wash stations 
does that mean rate discounts for weekly and monthly? 

A: Yes; that is our intention in asking for weekly and monthly rates. 

Q: Our units are currently tempered water at the spigots. Do they have to run hot and 
cold or is tempered ok?  Our units were built to meet the old national standards and 
were inspected. 
Q: On the sink faucets, all three of my handwash units are plumbed with tempered 
water (hot and cold are premixed to a set temp and then dispensed with a auto timed 
faucet) there is no limit on how long a person uses the faucet they will just shut of with 
no use saving water and gray water consumption, this change on such short notice will 
require a complete replumbing on the units, is it possible to allow these preexisting 
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stations for this contract period and if needed they must be changed before the next 
contract? 
I wanted to also mention with the auto timed faucets and tempered water systems the 
contractors like myself use we can  leave the handwash stations open 24 hrs per 
day,and that is what I do, I have low voltage 12v lighting that stays on all night, prior to 
installing tempered auto timed faucets I had to shut down every night and then open 
every morning for fear of someone leaving the faucets on over night and then having no 
water in the morning and needing to be pumped of gray and then filled with potable 
before handwashing could start again, There is a large percentage of people in base 
camp that use my handwash stations all night long and I would hate to have to go back 
to shutting down after shift, it would not be a benefit to the camp personnel that depend 
on these resources throughout the night, thank you for the consideration. 

A: In accordance with D.2.1.2.3(d)(5), hot and cold spigots are not required; tempered 
is acceptable, as long as the set temperature is maintained at 110 degrees F.   

Q: Do we need a daily operational plan submitted with this bid? 

A: No. According to paragraph D.21.1 all operators must attend operational period 
briefings, at which time they will be given their daily assignments.  

Q: What information is required on the data sheet? 
Q: What will be needed for the data sheet and how will I send that with my bid, will I just 
attach a word doc to the solicitation with a brief description and if so what needs to be in 
the description? 

A: The data sheet is specific information regarding the equipment’s specifications.  It 
will be used to ensure that the proposed equipment meets the solicitation requirements.  
Documents can be attached to the vendor response in VIPR. 

GENERAL 

Q: FAR certifications: If FAR has been updated in the last year, is paragraph (b), (2) 
left blank or is some notation required?  We have no exceptions to any paragraphs. 

A: I assume you are referring to Section E.3 FAR 52.212-3 paragraph (b) (2) about 
Annual Representations and Certifications.  If you have completed them electronically in 
ORCA and there are no exceptions or changes for this solicitation, then no notation is 
required in this paragraph. 

Q: Bid - Are we to submit one $amount that is to cover everything or do we do a 
breakout for mileage, labor, etc.? 
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A: You are to quote a daily rate that covers all your costs.  We do not require a 
breakout. Just fill in the rate on the proper form for your type of equipment. 

Q: Do all bids become public after the process is over.  Will we get to see what 
hierarchy we would be listed as if accepted?  Like we're third on the list? 

A: Once an agreement is awarded, information (including pricing) is releasable to the 
public. The agreement and Dispatch Priority List identifying the ranking of each 
resource based on the factors in the solicitation will be posted on a website for vendors 
and other interested parties to access. 

Q: Is this bid for all of region3 or just the southern end?   

A: This solicitation if for all of Region 3, also known as the Southwestern Region.  
However, you must choose a Host Dispatch Center (identified in Exhibit L) that is 
closest to where your equipment is located. 

Q: Does this automatically put us in the system as being automatically available for 
other Regions or as a national resource or do we need to do this bid process for each 
region? 

A: A piece of equipment (resource) can only receive one award within a resource type.  
All awarded resources will be available nationwide.  Dispatchers follow a specific 
protocol for calling equipment from out of the region when needed, beginning with those 
resources closest to the need. You are eligible for going out of region with any 
agreement resulting from this solicitation. 

Q: Regarding the "reasonable price" component would using the previous amounts that 
we were given by the government for our equipment still be considered reasonable or 
could you say if some % increase or decrease from those numbers would be 
considered "reasonable" . This seems like a pretty fuzzy area. 

A: I cannot give you pricing advice.  This is competitive pricing which contributes to 
your place on the Dispatch Priority List. Pricing is a business decision which you must 
make to be certain the price you quote covers your cost of doing business and provides 
you with a reasonable profit. 


