Check List Symbols

Most Species listed in this checklist occur regularly within the boundaries of the Buffalo Gap National Grassland.  The only abundance category used is the rare designation (*) for species that occur irregularly and/or in very low numbers.  A few species are designated as uncertain (?) occurrence on the Buffalo Gap National Grassland.  These species may be marked with (e) occur primarily on the eastern half and species marked with (w) occur primarily on the eastern and western half of the Buffalo Gap National Grassland respectively.

Habitats

Terrestrial

1. Trees:  cotton woods, green ash, boxelder, elm and juniper in woody draws, riparian areas, and various native and introduced species in shelterbelts.

2. Upland Shrubs:  big sagebrush, silver sagebrush, and greasewood.

3. Other Shrubs:   buffaloberry, chokecherry, plum, and willow found primarily in woody draws, and riparian areas

4. Short Grass:  primarily buffalograss and blue grama

5. Mid & Tallgrass:  primarily mid-grasses such as wheatgrass, green needlegrass, and sideoats grama.  Tall grasses include prairie sandreed and prairie cordgrass.
Aquatic

6. Open Water:  streams, stockponds and reservoirs.
7. Marsh:  cattails and bulrush around stockponds.
8. Shoreline:  bare ground around stockponds, reservoirs and streams.
Special Habitats

9. Prairie Dog Towns:  occur throughout Buffalo Gap National Grassland.
10. Cliffs & Steep Banks:  badlands, stream cutbanks, and gullies.
11. Cropland:  only on private land.
12. Buildings, Bridges & Structures:  mostly on private land



	Species
	Habitat
	Season

	Loons
	 
	 

	    Common Loon
	6
	M*

	Grebes
	 
	 

	    Pied-billed grebe
	7
	S

	    Horned grebe
	6
	M*

	    Eared grebe
	7
	S

	    Western grebe
	6
	M

	    Clark's grebe
	6
	M ?

	Pelicans, Cormorants
	 
	 

	    American white pelican
	6
	M

	    Double-chested cormorant
	1,6
	M, S*

	Ducks, Geese, Swans
	 
	 

	    Tundra swan
	6,7
	M ?

	    Trumpeter swan
	6,7
	M ?

	    Greater white-fronted goose
	6,8
	M* (e)

	    Snow goose
	6, 8, 11
	M (e)

	    Ross' goose
	6, 8
	M ?

	    Canada goose
	5, 6, 7, 8, 11
	M, S (e)

	    Wood duck
	1, 6, 7
	M, S*

	    Mallard
	5, 6, 7
	S

	    Northern pintail
	5, 6, 7
	S

	    Green-winged teal
	5, 6, 7
	S

	    Blue-winged teal
	5, 6, 7
	S

	    Cinnamon teal
	5, 6, 7
	M, S*

	    Northern shoveler
	5, 6, 7
	S

	    Gadwall
	5, 6, 7
	S

	    American widgeon
	5, 6, 7
	S

	    Canvasback
	6, 7
	M

	    Redhead
	6, 7
	M, S*

	    Ring-necked duck
	6, 7
	M

	    Lesser scaup
	6, 7
	M

	    Common goldeneye
	6
	M

	    Bufflehead
	6
	M

	    Hooded merganser
	6
	M*

	    Common merganser
	6
	M

	    Ruddy duck
	7
	S

	Vultures, Hawks, Eagles, Falcons
	 
	 

	    Turkey vulture
	10, 5
	S

	    Osprey
	1, 6
	M ?

	    Bald eagle
	1, 5, 6, 9
	W

	    Northern harrier
	5, 7
	S, W*

	    Sharp-shinned hawk
	1, 3
	M

	    Cooper's hawk
	1, 3
	M, S*

	    Northern goshawk
	1, 3
	M*

	    Swainson's hawk
	1, 4, 5
	S

	    Red-tailed hawk
	1, 4, 5
	S, W*

	    Ferrugionus hawk
	1, 4, 5, 9
	S, W*

	    Rough-legged hawk
	1, 4, 5
	W

	    Golden eagle
	1, 4, 5, 9, 10
	R

	Vultures, Hawks, Eagles, Falcons (continued)

	    American kestrel
	1, 4, 5, 11
	S, W*

	    Merlin
	4, 5, 6, 8
	M, W*

	    Peregrine falcon
	4, 5, 6, 8
	M*

	    Prairie falcon
	4, 5, 9, 10
	S, W*

	Grouse, Pheasants
	 
	 

	    Gray partridge
	5, 3, 11
	R*

	    Ring-necked pheasant
	3, 5, 7, 11
	R

	    Sage grouse
	2
	R* (w)

	    Sharp-tailed grouse
	5, 3
	R

	    Wild turkey
	1, 3
	R*

	Rails, Coots
	 
	 

	    Virginia rail
	7
	S

	    Sora
	7
	S

	    American coot
	6, 7
	S

	Cranes
	 
	 

	    Sandhill crane
	5, 8, 11
	M

	    Whooping crane
	5, 8, 11
	M* (e)

	Shorebirds, Waders
	 
	 

	    Black-bellied plover
	8
	M*

	    Semipalmated plover
	8
	M

	    Piping plover
	8
	M*

	    Killdeer
	4, 8, 9
	S

	    American avocet
	7, 8
	M, S*

	    Greater yellowlegs
	8
	M

	    Lesser yellowlegs
	8
	M

	    Solitary sandpiper
	8
	M

	    Willet
	8
	M

	    Spotted sandpiper
	8
	S

	    Upland sandpiper
	5
	S

	    Long-billed curlew
	4, 5, 9
	S

	    Marbled godwit
	5, 8
	M, S* (e)

	    Sandering
	8
	M*

	    Semipalmated sandpiper
	8
	M

	    Western sandpiper
	8
	M*

	    Least sandpiper
	8
	M

	    Baird's sandpiper
	8
	M

	    Pectoral sandpiper
	8
	M*

	    Stilt sandpiper
	8
	M*

	    Buff-breasted sandpiper
	8
	M* (e)

	    Long-billed dowitcher
	8
	M

	    Short-billed dowitcher
	8
	M ?

	    Common snipe
	7
	M

	    Wilson's phalarope
	6, 7
	S

	    Red-necked phalarope
	6, 7
	M ?

	Jaegers, Gulls, Terns
	 
	 

	    Franklin's gull
	 6, 8, 11
	M

	    Bonaparte's gull
	6
	M*

	    Ring-billed gull
	6, 8
	M

	    Herring gull
	6
	M* (e)

	    Common tern
	6, 8
	M* (e)

	    Forester's tern 
	6, 8
	M

	    Black tern
	7
	M,S

	Doves, Pigeons
	 
	 

	    Rock dove
	10, 11, 12
	R

	    Mourning dove
	1, 2, 3
	S

	Cuckoos
	 
	 

	    Black-billed cuckoo
	1, 3
	S

	    Yellow-billed cuckoo
	1, 3
	S

	Owls
	 
	 

	    Common barn owl
	1, 5, 10, 12
	S*

	    Eastern screech owl
	1, 3
	R

	    Great horned owl
	1, 3, 5
	R

	    Snowy owl
	4, 5, 11
	W*

	    Burrowing owl
	4, 9
	S

	    Long-eared owl
	1, 3, 5
	R*

	    Short-eared owl
	5, 7
	R*

	Goatsuckers
	 
	 

	    Common nighthawk
	1, 4, 5, 11
	S

	    Common poorwill
	1, 10
	S ? (e)

	Swifts
	 
	 

	    White-throated swift
	10
	S ? (e)

	Hummingbirds
	 
	 

	    Rufous hummingbird
	1, 2, 3, 12
	M ? (w)

	    Broad-tailed hummingbird
	1, 2, 3, 12
	M ? (w)

	Kingfishers
	 
	 

	    Belted kingfisher
	6, 10
	S

	Woodpeckers
	 
	 

	    Red-headed woodpecker
	1
	S

	    Downy woodpecker
	1
	R

	    Hairy woodpecker
	1
	R

	    Northern flicker
	1, 5
	R

	Flycatchers
	 
	 

	    Western wood pewee
	1
	M, S*

	    Willow flycatcher
	3
	M, S*

	    Least flycatcher
	1, 3
	M, S?

	    Say's phoebe
	4, 5, 10, 12
	S

	    Great-crested flycatcher
	1
	S*

	    Western kingbird
	1
	S

	Larks
	 
	 

	    Horned lark
	4,9
	R

	Swallows
	 
	 

	    Tree swallow
	1,6
	S*

	    Violet-green swallow
	10
	S ?

	    Northern rough-winged swallow
	6, 10
	S

	    Bank swallow
	6, 10
	S*

	    Cliff swallow
	6, 10
	S

	    Barn swallow
	12
	S

	Crows, Jays
	 
	 

	    Blue jay
	1
	R

	    Black-billed magpie
	1, 3
	R

	    American crow
	1
	R

	Chickadees, Titmice, Nuthatches
	 
	 

	    Black-capped chickadee
	1
	R

	    Red-breasted nuthatch
	1, 3
	M*

	Chickadees, Titmice, Nuthatches (continued)

	    White-breasted nuthatch
	1
	R*

	    Brown creeper
	1
	W*

	Wrens
	 
	 

	    Rock wren
	10
	S

	    House wren
	1
	S

	    Marsh wren
	7
	S

	Kinglets, Gnatcatchers
	 
	 

	    Golden-crowned kinglet
	1, 3
	M

	    Ruby-crowned kinglet
	1, 3
	M

	Thrushes, Bluebirds
	 
	 

	    Eastern bluebird
	1, 5
	M, S*

	    Mountain bluebird
	1, 5
	M, S*

	    Townsend's solitaire
	1, 3
	W

	    Veery
	3
	M*

	    Swainson's thrush
	3
	M

	    American robin
	1, 3, 5
	S, W*

	Mockingbirds, Thrashers
	 
	 

	    Gray catbird
	1, 3
	M, S*

	    Northern Mockingbird
	1, 3
	S* (w)

	    Sage thrasher
	2
	S* (w)

	    Brown thrasher
	1,3
	S

	Pipits
	 
	 

	    Water pipit
	4, 5
	M*

	Waxwings
	 
	 

	    Bohemian waxwig
	1, 3
	W

	    Cedar waxwing
	1, 3
	R

	Shrikes
	 
	 

	    Northern shrike
	1, 3
	W

	    Loggerhead shrike
	3
	S

	Starlings
	 
	 

	    European starling
	1, 12
	R

	Vireos
	 
	 

	    Bell's vireo
	3
	S*

	    Warbling vireo
	1
	S

	    Red-eyed vireo
	1, 3
	M,S*

	Warbler's
	 
	 

	    Tennessee warbler
	1, 3
	M* (e)

	    Orange-crowned warbler
	1, 3
	M

	    Yellow warbler
	1, 3
	S

	    Chestnut-sided warbler
	1, 3
	M* (e)

	    Yellow-rumped warbler
	1, 3
	M

	    Blackpoll warbler
	1, 3
	M ?

	    Black-and-white warbler
	1, 3
	M*

	    American redstart
	1, 3
	M, S*

	    Ovenbird
	1, 3
	M, S*

	    Northern waterthrush
	1, 3
	M* (e)

	    MacGillivray's warbler
	3
	M ?

	    Common yellowthroat
	3, 7
	S

	    Wilson's warbler
	3
	M

	    Yellow-breasted chat
	3
	S

	Tanagers
	 
	 

	    Western tanager
	1, 3
	M*(w)

	Sparrows, Finches, Grosbeaks
	 
	 

	    Rose-breasted grosbeak
	1, 3
	M*(w)

	    Black-headed grosbeak
	1, 3
	S

	    Blue grosbeak
	3
	S

	    Lazuli bunting
	3
	S

	    Indigo bunting
	1, 3
	S*

	    Dicksissel
	5, 11
	S?

	    Rufous-sided towhee
	3
	S

	    American tree sparrow
	3, 11
	W

	    Chipping sparrow
	1, 3
	M,S*

	    Clay-colored sparrow
	2, 3
	M

	    Brewer's sparrow
	2
	S*(w)

	    Field sparrow
	3
	S

	    Vesper sparrow
	2, 5, 11
	M, S*

	    Lark sparrow
	2, 3, 5
	S

	    Lark bunting 
	2, 4, 5
	S

	    Savannah sparrow
	5, 11
	M, S ?

	    Baird's sparrow
	4, 5
	M ?

	    Grasshopper sparrow
	5, 11
	S

	    Song sparrow
	3, 7, 11
	M

	    Lincoln's sparrow
	3
	M*

	    White-throated sparrow
	3, 11
	M*

	    White-crowned sparrow
	3, 11
	M

	    Harris sparrow
	3
	M

	    Dark-eyed junco
	3
	W

	    McCown's longspur
	4, 5
	M*(w)

	    Lapland longspur
	4, 11
	M,W*

	    Chestnut-collared longspur
	4, 5
	S

	    Snow bunting 
	4, 11
	W*

	Blackbirds, Orioles, Meadowlarks
	 
	 

	    Bobolink
	5, 11
	S ?

	    Red-winged blackbird
	3, 7, 11
	S

	    Western Meadowlark
	4, 5, 11
	S

	    Yellow-headed blackbird
	7, 11
	S

	    Rusty blackbird
	3, 11
	M*

	    Brewer's blackbird
	3, 11
	S*

	    Common grackle
	1, 11
	S

	    Brown-headed cowbird
	3, 4, 5, 7
	S

	    Orchard oriole
	1, 3
	S

	    Northern oriole
	1
	S

	Finches, Grosbeaks
	 
	 

	    Rosy finch
	10, 11
	W(e)

	    Common redpoll
	3, 11
	W

	    Pine sisken
	1, 3, 11
	W

	    American goldfinch
	1, 3, 11
	R

	    Evening grosbeak
	1, 3
	W*

	Weaver finches
	 
	 

	    House sparrow
	12, 11
	R


