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“Forest Facilities Face-Lift!”

Chadron, NE - 
Camping, hiking, biking, fishing, hunting, horseback riding, ATV riding, bird and wildlife watching, rock hunting…….The Nebraska National Forests and Grasslands are a great playground for recreation and family vacations.  Jane Darnell, Forest Supervisor says, “I’m excited to let folks know that we’re poised and ready to do some extensive improvements!  Last summer the Forests & Grassland Leadership completed and shared with the public a comprehensive Recreation Facility Analysis.  Having this formal process finished makes us eligible for federal monies from the Recreation Site Improvement (RSI) funds to catch-up on deferred maintenance.  We also have money from the sale of a small isolated federal tract of land to the city of Hastings, NE, known as the Hastings Tract.  Both of these bring approximately $1 million dollars to our Forest.”  
Lisa Heiser, Recreation Program Manager notes, “The funds really give us a needed boost to better serve our customers and tourists.  We’re pleased to be able to maintain highest used areas and improve all outdoor forest experiences.”

Even though monies have been made available, there are spending requirements for the RSI funds.  The funds can only be used at sites where fees are charged; they can only be used to address deferred maintenance; only the top 50% of the projects ranked by the analysis can be addressed; and money cannot be spent to decommission. 

Some of the more noticeable projects include rebuilding the fishing pier at Halsey which was damaged by vandalism several months ago, replacing all the fire rings and tables, and two restroom buildings within the Bessey Complex; rebuilding horse stalls and replacing tables in Whitetail near Halsey, NE.  Additionally, all the roads within the Bessey Complex will be rebuilt.  At Toadstool, near Crawford, several campground improvements will be done, including replacing the kiosk, all the fire rings, rebuilding some parking lot sites to accommodate larger RVs, and work on the sod house.   The RSI funds must be spent by the end of 2009.  Monies from the Hastings Tract are available for deferred building maintenance, and will be used on several projects, including renovation and upgrading of the Hudson-Meng water system near Crawford, and repairing buildings heavily hail damaged in Halsey.  These funds may be expended over the next three years.
One site not eligible for RSI funds is the Bessey swimming pool which will close this year due to health, safety and environmental problems.  Darnell says, “This unavoidable closure is a very difficult step for us to take, as we know how important the pool is to the local community.”
For further information or to view the Recreation Facility Analysis, please visit our website at www.fs.fed.us/r2/nebraska. 
