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Public Comments Sought on Designating New Travel Plan
Chadron, Neb. – The Nebraska National Forest and Oglala National Grassland are making plans to limit motorized travel on public lands, but citizens will have the opportunity to voice their opinions and offer other alternatives. 

The U.S. Forest Service is hosting a public meeting in Chadron on August 6 from 2:30 to 8:00 p.m. at Motel 6.  The open house will give citizens the opportunity to offer their input on the U.S. Forest Service’s proposal to limit motorized travel to designated roads and trails.  Agency officials will be available at the open house to explain the proposal, answer questions, and take comments.

“This federal rule affects all users of the national forests, whether you are recreating on foot, horseback, or with motorized vehicles,” said Marcia L. Pfleiderer, Acting District Ranger of the Pine Ridge Ranger District in Chadron. “This is the public’s chance to help us designate roads, and trails for motor vehicle use to better manage off highway vehicle use to promote careful management of our natural resources.” 

Pfleiderer noted that the public’s opinion can make a difference. “The Nebraska National Forest wants to provide a final alternative by early September, so it’s critical that the public provides input to us so that we can provide that alternative,” said Pfleiderer.

Anyone interested in participating in the decision-making process is encouraged to attend the meeting and provide their opinion.  Comments may also be submitted by fax, e-mail, or letter by August 15, 2008 to one of the addresses below.  
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