UNCOMPAHGRE NATIONAL FOREST
OURAY RANGER DISTRICT
CHRISTMAS TREE CUTTING GUIDELINES
2008

Attached Permit is for PERSONAL USE ONLY

Christmas free cutting regulations vary by Ranger District. Please observe the following rules
and recommendations when cutting your tree on the Ouray Ranger District.

1. MOST areas open to firewood cutting are open to Christmas tree cutting. Do not cut in
areas signed as closed or in campgrounds, wilderness areas, private land or tree plantations.

2. Trees must be tagged by placing the orange permit around the trunk of tfree BEFORE
transporting. One permit is required for each tree cut. Price for each permit is $8.00 with a
limit of 2 (fwo) trees per household. Trees cannot be re-sold.

3. Cut your free as close to the ground as possible; at least below the lowest live branch.
Carry a shovel with you to clear the snow away from the base of the tree. Then cut at ground
level. Stumps should be no more than 6 (six) inches high.

* It is very important fo cut the tree as close o the ground as possible. If live
branches are left on the tree trunk, then the tree will continue to grow. This creates a
very disfigured tree that is not desirable in the forest.

4. Trees must be 20 (twenty) feet or shorter in total height. Just cutting the top of a
large, taller tree is prohibited. Remember, trees look much smaller in the woods than they
do at home.

5. Do not cut trees within 50 (fifty) feet from Dave Wood, Divide, Hwy 90 or Delta-Nucla/25
Mesa Rd. Do not cut trees within 100 feet of streams, lakes, ponds or other aquatic areas.

6. Heavy snow accumulations may limit travel by both 2 and 4-wheel drive vehicles. All
vehicles should be equipped with a shovel and chains. See following page for road closure
information.

7. NOTE: Due to the ongoing spruce budworm infestation, some spruce and fir trees will have
bare tips on the branches. If you take these trees home, there is a chance you will find small
green caterpillars on the tree within a few days.

Please call the Ouray Ranger District Montrose office with any questions and for updated road
conditions: 970-240-5300.
Permit expires December 25, 2008

Refunds cannot be given even if weather conditions restrict access.
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Travel: Winter road access will be limited this season. In order to protect
groomed snowmobile routes this winter, routes designated for grooming will close when
snow conditions exist that are favorable to maintain grooming, approximately 12 inches
in depth.

Uncompahgre Plateau - Map 1

The following gate closure schedule is approximate depending on snow conditions:

South Divide Road near Dave Wood Road
up to junction of Delta-Nucla Road December 14™

Spring Creek at Dave Wood Road December 14™

The following routes will remain open until snow depth naturally closes them for the winter
season:

Highway 90

Delta-Nucla Road** up to Divide Road

Cabin Bench Road (NFSR 501)

Dry Mesa Road (NFSR 502)

Transfer Road (NFSR 508) up to Oak Hill (3 £ miles past forest boundary)

Dave Wood Road (NFSR 510) will remain plowed up to South Divide Road. Please note that
there is private property intermixed with public land and it is your responsibility to
know where you are and cut only on National Forest land.

Old Highway 90 (NFSR 540) may be plowed to Divide Road (NFSR 402) due to winter logging
activities. If plowed, please use caution and concede passage to logging traffic.

Cimarrons - Map?2

Christmas tree cutting is not allowed on Hwy 550.

Most routes will remain open until snow depth naturally closes them for the winter season.
Routes such as Owl Creek Pass will be groomed once weather permits. Driving on
groomed trails is strictly prohibited.

Thank you for respecting the effort, time and funding invested in maintaining
groomed routes for winter recreation.

All travel must be accomplished in concurrence with the Uncompahgre Travel Plan (2002) Guidelines.
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No Cutting Allowed
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Approximate Road Closures
Closing Dec. 14
Closing Naturally

DRIVING ON GROOMED TRAILS IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED




Uncompahgre National Forest
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2008
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No Cutting Allowed

Highway 550

Private Land

Little Cimarrom

Most routes will close naturally due to snow depth. Once they close,
many will be groomed for snowmobile/winter recreational uses.
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Christmas Tree Species Description

Any species may be cut

Subalpine fir

Subalpine fir needles are blunt or notched at the tip, fairly soft and flattened. They leave smooth
round scars when they fall off the twigs. Buds are round, almost globe-shaped, and orange-brown. The
bark is smooth and grayish white with pitch blisters. Trees are spire-shaped.

Engelmann spruce

Engelmann spruce needles are pointed, sharp to the touch, four sided, and the same color on all sides.
They spread on the sides of the twigs. The older twigs from which needles have fallen have stubby pegs
on them.

Pinyon Pine

Pinyon pines have needles gathered together at base of needle in groups of two. Pinyon needles are
about 1 % inches long. Typically they will grow in the lower elevations, near the boundary of the National
Forest.




Douglas-fir

Unlike subalpine fir needles, Douglas-fir needles narrow before joining the twig. Buds are sharp-pointed
and red-brown or pink. Bark is deeply furrowed unlike the smooth blistered subalpine fir. The cones
hang down and have three pronged bracts. Needles are relatively soft to the touch, making an ideal
Christmas Tree, but Douglas-fir is not very abundant on the forest.

Ponderosa pine

Ponderosa pines have needles gathered together at base in clusters of 3. Needles range from 5 to 10
inches long and are thin with tfoothed edges. When young, bark is black, rough and scaley, but furns a
bright orange brown with thick grooves when mature.

Juniper
Juniper needles are small green scales, and the cones are small bluish berries. Juniper occurs in lower
elevations in conjunction with pinyon pine. Locally, juniper is often called cedar.



http://www.naturesongs.com/vvplants/ponderosa1.jpg
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