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1.  REPORTING UNIT:  Rocky Mountain Area Coordination Center 

2.  DATE:  September 24, 2004 (Outlook for October 2004) 

3.  POTENTIAL FOR SERIOUS/CRITICAL FIRE PROBLEMS 

THIS COMING MONTH BELOW NORMAL  NORMAL X ABOVE NORMAL  

THIS SEASON BELOW NORMAL  NORMAL X ABOVE NORMAL  

COMMENTS 
Fire potential is expected to be near normal over the RMA in October. 

4.   FIRE WEATHER OUTLOOK (To address the following factors) 
DROUGHT CONDITIONS 

 
RMA:  Drought categories range from a minimum of “No Drought-Moderate Drought” over eastern 

Colorado, portions of Kansas, Nebraska, and South Dakota, to “Moderate Drought-Extreme 
Drought” over Wyoming, western Colorado, and western Nebraska, with “Extreme Drought” 
in northeast Wyoming. 

PRECIPITATION OUTLOOK 
 
RMA October Precipitation:  Average to above average over the RMA. 

TEMPERATURE OUTLOOK 
 
RMA October Temperatures:  Below average over northern Wyoming, South Dakota, and northern 
Nebraska, with near average readings over the remaining portions of the RMA. 

5.   FUELS 
FINE - GRASS STAGE GREEN   CURED X   
NEW GROWTH SPARSE  NORMAL  ABOVE NORMAL  

LIVE FUEL MOISTURE  (sage, deciduous, conifer) 
Similar to the beginning of September recently received moisture and cooler temperatures 
over much of the area have kept most live fuel moistures up; fuel moistures are on a 
downward trend as we begin to enter our fall season and curing is occurring. 

1000-HOUR DEAD FUEL MOISTURE 
For most of the RMA, 1000-hour dead fuel moistures are on a slight upward trend, however 
for most of the RMA the 1000-hour dead fuel moistures are not at or near critical levels. 

NORMAL/AVERAGE FUEL MOISTURES FOR THIS TIME OF YEAR 
In most of Wyoming, 1000-hour dead fuel moistures tend to hover near average values, 
except for northeast Wyoming where values tend to be below average.  In the Black Hills, 
1000-hr dead fuel moistures tend to be above average.  In Colorado, values tend to be near 
or below average. 

6.   AVERAGE FIRE OCCURRENCE/ACRES BURNED (to date 5 year average):  2,706/270,215 

7.   ACTUAL OCCURRENCE/ACRES BURNED (to date this year):  1,793/44,260 

8.   WRITTEN SUMMARY 
October is on average one of the drier months of the year.  A significant number of wind 
events normally occur during the month due to a strengthening polar jet stream and associated 
cold frontal passages over North America.  The 30 day precipitation and temperature outlook 
produced by NOAA/CPC points toward equal chances of either above normal, near normal, or 
below normal values across the most of RMA for the month of October.  The exception is 
cooler than normal temperatures forecast in northern Wyoming, South Dakota, and northern 
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Nebraska.  Recent weather trends and some long range forecast models point towards a 
normal to above normal precipitation pattern in October across the RMA.  Although 
temperatures normally decrease significantly in October along with an increase in snowfall 
events, the chances of a dry period in combination with strong pre-frontal winds are still a 
good bet over the next 30 days.  Generally, fuels in portions of southern and western 
Colorado and northeastern Wyoming are drier than the rest of the RMA, however, fire 
potential is expected to be normal for this time of year across the RMA. 

 


