
NATIONAL FOREST ADVISORY BOARD 
West River Ag Center 
1905 Plaza Drive 
Rapid City, SD 
October 19, 2005, 1:00 pm 
 
Members Present: Tom Blair, Chair, Bob Kloss, Vice Chair, Karl Burke (Johnsen), 
Aaron Everett, James Heinert, Everett Hoyt, Jim Margadant,  Suzanne Martley (Paulson)  
Pat McElgunn,  James Scherrer, Nels Smith, Linda Tokarczyk, and Paul Valandra 
Forest Service representatives, Craig Bobzien, Frank Carroll, Brad Exton, and Lonnie 
Arthur, recorder. 
There were approximately 10 additional forest service representatives, media, 
congressional representatives and the general public. 
 
Members Absent:  Doug Hofer, Ron Johnsen, Bob Paulson, and Theresa Two Bulls.   
 
Welcome and Roll Call: 
Chairman Blair, Quorum present 
On behalf of the board, I welcome back Pat McElgunn who has been devoting his time 
and focus to the Ellsworth Air Force Base, BRAC project.  We have missed him and 
thank him immensely for the effort he has put forth for that project.  (Applause!) 
 
Comments to the Chair: 
None 
 
Approve Minutes: 
Chair Blair:  If there are no comments, the minutes will stand as written. 
Tokarczyk:  In Section II. A. Change (Create) to Designate and in the same line, remove 
the word (position).  The statement should read: 

A. Designate an invasive species coordinator to provide a unified approach to 
invasive species management within the Forest. 

Chair Blair:  With the changes noted, the minutes will stand as presented. 
 
Agenda:   
Chair Blair:  Are there any changes to the agenda? 
Carroll:  The only change is the reversing of the order for Travel Management and 
Biomass Initiation on the regular agenda.   
Chair Blair:  If there are no other changes, the printed agenda will stand. 
 
Housekeeping items: 
A thank you to the Boxelder Job Corps for providing the treats. 
 
Meeting Protocols – Issues: 
Carroll:  I would like Karl Burke, Suzanne Martley and Pat McElgunn each to make a 
brief self-introduction. 
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Hoyt:  Just a note regarding Bob Paulson’s absence.  He is attending the Bison Roundup 
at Wind Cave National Park and the Nature Conservancy will receive 20 bison.   
 
Hot Topics: 
Carroll and Bobzien:  Comments on the Phase II Amendment and its current status, and 
the categorical exclusions regarding the ruling of the California judge and the FS Chief’s 
suspension of projects.   
Margadant, Everett, Smith:  General comments on the ruling. 
Carroll:  The comment period on Christmas tree permits starts today and is advertised.  
The comment period will end and a November 21, 2005 start of seasonal Christmas tree 
cutting is anticipated. 
 
Regular Agenda: 
Chair Blair:  As noted previously, we are switching the order and will have the 
presentation on Biomass prior to the report on Travel Management.  
I will have Pam Brown introduce the speaker for the Biomass Initiation in the Black 
Hills. 
 
Brown:  Introduction of Jim Williams 
 
Williams:  Power Point presentation of Biomass Initiation – Biomass Heating 
Opportunity in the Black Hills along with Questions and Answers. 
There is no hard copy of the Power Point, however, Frank Carroll will provide that on-
line. 
 
There will be a public forum in Rapid City on November 1 at the Holiday City on 
Biomass.  Everett will e-mail the specifics of that meeting to the board. 
 
There are provisions to add Biomass production to the new National Forest facility being 
built in Rapid City. 
 
Break:  2:35 – 2:50 p.m. 
 
Kloss:  Handout and comments on Biomass, Ponderosa Pine 
 
Chair Blair:  Biomass is quickly moving to the forefront and it appears timely to create a 
sub-committee to work with that issue.  I am asking Bob Kloss and Jim Heinert to chair 
and co-chair respectively the Ponderosa Pine Biomass Sub-Committee.  I extend the 
invitation to all who are interested to please see me about serving on this committee. 
 
Smith:  I would recommend that we expand Biomass to generally include Biomass 
utilization not just to Biomass energy production. 
 
Chair Blair: So noted. 
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Chair Blair:  Before the presentation on Travel Management, I acknowledge the sub-
committee’s effort and the work that has been accomplished thus far.  We have held two 
public meetings this week, one in Custer and one in Rapid City.  The meetings have been 
very successful, productive and we have received a variety of constructive comments.  
We have two upcoming meetings scheduled:  November 14, in Sioux Falls, SD and 
December 5, in Sundance WY.  We will close public comment on December 15, 2005.  
The comment/questionnaire is posted on the Website. 
 
 I invite Jim Scherrer, Bob Thompson and Tom Willems to provide an update on Travel 
Management. 
 
Scherrer, Thompson, Willems:  Travel Management Power Point presentation. 
 
One key piece is to develop public information relating to education and enforcement. 
We need to be focusing on the stewardship of the land -- to leave the area better than you 
found it is a legacy for current and future generations. 
 
Bobzien:  What I need from the sub-committee and the entire board is the creation of a 
vision of travel management.  How do you all individually envision travel management 
and collectively create a common vision that provides an essential mission for us? 
 
Scherrer:  We have buy-in, momentum and we need to use opportunities as they come 
about.  The private sector can advance the cause quicker than the agency (National Forest 
Service).  We do not want to be “spinning our wheels” on the travel management issue. 
 
Brown:  We need to focus on constructive alternatives that may be a quicker and more 
efficient solution than starting from square one. 
 
Smith:  Certainly it has been proven that incentives and education are preferable to 
enforcement alone.  I use the wetlands as an example. 
 
Tokarczyk:  Thank you to the sub-committee for including a representative from 
Wyoming.  We do appreciate this opportunity for input. 
 
Carroll:  We will develop a proposal for the 2006 agenda.  Our next meeting will be 
November 16, 2005.   
Do we need to schedule a meeting for December since we will be meeting on January 4, 
2006?   
The consensus of the group is to skip a December 2005 meeting, meet on January 4, 2006 
and then meet the 3rd Wednesday of each month starting February 15, 2006.   
 
Public Comments:  
 
Chair Blair:  I will entertain comments from the public at this time. 
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Paterson:  The information piece for the public relating to Travel Management is a good 
idea. 
 
Adjournment: 
 
Having no further business, the meeting adjourned:  4:25 pm  
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