Tongass National Forest


August 26, 2008
Juneau Ranger District
Designation of a Permanent Electronic Site
Non-significant Forest Plan Amendment


Based on the project level analysis contained in the Environmental Assessment, a permanent electronic site would be designated in the vicinity of Endicott Ridge.  The communication site would become a microwave telecommunications link between Juneau and Haines, and provide a redundant communication network through this portion of northern southeast Alaska.  In accordance with Forest Plan standards and guidelines for administration of special use permits for non-recreation activities (LAND2, #14), the proponent has provided technical data for site designation, including demand for the site, consideration of alternative locations, compatibility with other electronic uses, interference with other uses, areas of electronic signal coverage, signal paths, and the relationship of the proposed site to other sites.  This site will be added to the list of electronic sites identified in the Tongass Land and Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan), Appendix E as an amendment to the 2008 Forest Plan.
Location and Size -- The site will occupy an area less than 0.5 acres in size on the west side of Lynn Canal in the vicinity of Endicott Ridge, and will not conflict with existing uses or Land Use Designations.  Adding the Endicott Ridge Communication Site to the approved list of communication sites in Appendix E of the 2008 Tongass Forest Plan will not adjust any management area boundaries.
Timing – The Tongass Forest Plan revision and amendment was completed in 2008.  Appendix E (Table E-1) of the Forest Plan lists approved communication sites on the Tongass National Forest.  The Forest Plan also recognizes that future sites may be proposed based on unanticipated need.  Sites not listed in Tables E-1 require a separate analysis for designation as an approved communication site.  
Goals, Objectives and Outputs -- Designation of this communication site to improve the services and reliability of communication systems between communities in southeast Alaska is consistent with the Goals and Objectives of the Forest Plan, and will have no measurable effect on outputs identified in the Forest Plan. This site is located within an area that is not commercial forestland; and the amount of vegetation disturbance will not affect wildlife populations or subsistence hunting or gathering opportunities.  Designation of this site does not alter standards and guidelines associated with the Management Prescriptions for the affected area.
Conclusion -- The Secretary of Agriculture’s implementing regulation states the determination of significance is to be “. . . based on an analysis of the objectives, guidelines and other contents of the forest plan” (36 CFR 219.10(f)).  The Forest Service has issued guidance for determining what constitutes a “significant amendment” under the National Forest Management Act.  Changes to forest plans that are not significant are described in FSM 1926.51.   

Based on a consideration of the factors above, I conclude this is not a significant amendment to the Tongass Forest Plan. This amendment is fully consistent with current Forest Plan goals and objectives. This amendment provides a facility to serve the demonstrated needs of the local communities.  This analysis, in combination with the Endicott Ridge Electronic Site

Environmental Assessment, documents my decision to amend the Forest Plan with a non-significant amendment by designating Endicott Ridge as a permanent communication site.
/s/ Forrest Cole
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