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Road Reconstruction Public Information Open House in Coffman Cove
PRINCE OF WALES ISLAND, Alaska - The Forest Service will host a joint agency Open House at the Coffman Cove council building on Tuesday evening, May 6th, 2009, to review information and progress on the reconstruction of the Coffman Cove road near the Sweetwater Lake cabin.

The road project is being administered by the Western Federal Lands Highway Division (WFLHD) of the FHWA, in conjunction with the Forest Service, the state Fish and Game and Natural Resources departments, and with consultation form the Environmental protection Agency.
Representatives from several of the agencies or departments will be on hand in Coffman Cove from 3 PM until 7 PM Tuesday to review and explain the issues and the progress to date, as well as discuss other local concerns for access and the potential impact to the upcoming tourist and recreational season for Coffman Cove. The reps will display maps and photos of the work and the progress, as well as review the test results for recent stream and water sampling.

The agencies have been replacing the road bed in several sections along a 3.5-mile stretch of the road that runs closest to Sweetwater Lake after abnormal drops in the pH levels indicated an issue with the bedrock used in the original construction. Subsequent removal and replacement operations on small segments of the roadway have shown marked improvement in the water quality along several of the streams and drainages that fall downstream into the lake. The various agencies and departments involved in t his effort have been taking numerous water and aquatic samples both up and down stream of the removal and replacement sites. Test results so far indicate that these initial efforts are having the desired improvements in water quality. The pH levels in each case have shown returns to near normal levels within a few weeks.
The rock used in the initial construction of the road bed came from a shear rock exposure near the road itself, and has been used in other road and construction projects in the area over the last several years. In this instance, however, the agencies believe that introducing the rock below the water table caused the leaching of combinations of minerals that lead to the drop in pH to dangerous levels to aquatic life. At no time, however, did any of the testing reveal levels of minerals of contaminants that were considered harmful to humans, according to state water quality standards.

This spring the agencies will oversee another series of removal and replacement operations for different sections of the roadway to further improve the water quality. 

All of the agencies involved understand the economic and community importance of the road project to all of the communities on POW. We are all working together to develop the testing and assessment of the area, make the determination of how to best protect, sustain, and restore natural resources, maintain healthy fish habitat in the area surrounding Sweetwater Lake, and improve the communities’ quality of life.

The Forest Service will share more information about this important project as soon as it is available.
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