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Sitka Ranger District seeks comments on new office proposal
Sitka, AK – Sitka District Ranger Carol Goularte invites public input on a proposal to construct a new Forest Service office at the district’s administrative site, 2112 – 2116 Halibut Point Road in Sitka. Comments should be received by Feb. 20, 2009.
Preliminary plans for the new office call for the following:

· Removal of a 3-bedroom residence, soils lab, tree cooler and pole building at the administrative site (to be sold or demolished) 
· Construction of an office building not to exceed 10,000 square feet, for 48 employees

· Parking spaces for 34 vehicles to accommodate visitors and employees, plus parking spaces for two buses and seven government vehicles

· Installation of  associated walkways and underground power lines

The Forest Plan requires that buildings be designed to be safe, functional, aesthetically pleasing, energy efficient and cost effective. The new office will cost about $200,000 annually—a savings of $355,000 each year compared to the $555,000 annual rent currently being paid for the present Forest Service office in Sitka. 

The district is now in the scoping stage of the project, the first formal step in the public participation process to identify possible issues or concerns. The public is invited to submit suggestions for improving or modifying the project, as well as comments on location, cultural or natural resources that might be affected. Comments will be used to develop a range of alternatives if needed, and will be addressed in the Environmental Assessment. The EA is expected to be complete in March 2009. A 30-day comment period will follow. Details on the proposed action, including a map of the project area, are available at the Sitka Ranger District. 
Comments should be received by Feb. 20, 2009. Send comments by e-mail to comments-alaska-tongass-sitka@fs.fed.us ; by fax to 907-747-4253; by phone at 907-747-4319, in person, or mail to: 

Sitka District Ranger, Attn: Sitka Office EA, 204 Siginaka Way, Sitka, AK 99835.
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