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FLOOD WARNING ISSUED FOR  

MENDENHALL LAKE AND RIVER AREAS 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Date: Thursday, July 5, 2012 11:00 a.m. 
 

JUNEAU, Alaska — Mendenhall Glacier’s “Suicide Basin” lake began to release 
over the holiday, causing water levels to rise in the Mendenhall Lake and River 

areas. 
 
People should stay away from the banks of the Mendenhall River during high water 

as the banks may be unstable and could give way. 
 
Do not stop or stand on bridges to take photographs. 

 
The U.S. Forest Service Juneau Ranger District is closing the West Glacier Trail on 
Thursday morning. The Nugget Falls Trail is expected to close early afternoon 

Thursday. The Mendenhall Lake Campground and road into the recreation area are 
currently open; however, a few vulnerable camp sites have been closed. 
 

People are encouraged to use caution while recreating in the area. Boaters on the 
lake should stay away from the face of the glacier and avoid using the river until 

further notice. Hikers along Mendenhall Lake should watch for waves from glacial 
calving. 
 

Local municipal and federal agencies are monitoring the situation and will be 
providing updates as available. 
 

For up-to-date information on the flood status, see the National Weather Service 
website at http://pajk.arh.noaa.gov. 
 

 

# # # 

Contacts: 

 
Tom Mattice, CBJ Emergency Programs Manager, 907-586-0419, tom_mattice@ci.juneau.ak.us   
http://www.juneau.org/emergency/index.php 

 
Ed Grossman, USFS Recreation Program Manager, 907-209-3276, egrossman@fs.fed.us, 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r10/tongass/districts/juneau 
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