
Alaska Hummingbird 
Festival 2009

The petite but mighty “Rufous” hummingbird is the mascot for this festival. Join 
us in welcoming this pennyweight flyer, as well as other migratory birds back to 
Alaska and to Ketchikan.

Schedule of Events

Thursday, April 2, 2009

6:30-7:30 pm
How to use Binoculars with 
Melissa Cady, USFS-Wildlife 
Biologist
Bring your own binoculars and 
learn how to optimize their use.  
Share and compare optics with 
other class participants and 
instructors. Topics will include 
choosing, using, and caring for 
your binoculars. Dress for the 
weather because we will step 
outside to compare optics.

Friday, April 3, 2009

5:00-7:00 pm 
Opening Reception 

Alaska Hummingbird Festival 
Juried Art Show*

Ketchikan Visitors Bureau 
131 Front Street

The Opening Reception features 
artwork of the migratory birds 
of Alaska by Alaskan Artists.  
Meet the Artists and enjoy 
wine and light hors d’oeuvres 
provided by the Ketchikan 
Visitors Bureau. 

Art will be on display Monday-
Friday 8:00 am -5:00 pm 
through April 17th.

7:00-8:00 pm Birding Insight 
Beginning Birding with 
Melissa Cady, USFS-Wildlife 
Biologist
Melissa will discuss birding 
basics including how to use 
field marks, posture, silhouette, 
behavior, and vocalizations 
to recognize birds using local 
examples. She will include tips 
on how to rule out unlikely 
species, how to use habitat 
clues to aid in identifications, 
and how to avoid common 
misidentification pitfalls.

Saturday, April 4, 2009

7:00 am Birding Insight Field 
Series #1*
Beginning Birding at Ward 
Lake with Melissa Cady, 
USFS-Wildlife Biologist
Your first chance to see, hear 
and learn the birds found at 
Ward Lake. Meet at Ward Lake 
parking lot, bring binoculars, 
water and wear layers.

10:00-12:00 am 
Visiting Artist Program.
Adults and youngsters 10 and 
up will use colorful beads 
inspired by our very own 
Rufous Hummingbird to create 
a dangly ornament. There 
is no participation fee, but 
reservations are required. Call 
228-6220

1:00-2:00 pm Flocking to 
Southeast Alaska with Pat 
Schmidt and Louise Kern.
Kids and parents will color and 
create a magic picture with a 
migratory flying bird!
Along the way learn the 
different migratory birds 
that make Ketchikan their 
summer home. Witness various 
characteristics of the birds; their 
eggs, their nests, and the food 
they hunt for to survive. There 
is no participation fee, but 
reservations are required. Call 
228-6220

Monday, April 6, 2009

Hummingbird Coloring 
Competition begins.  
The coloring sheets with rules 
will be distributed at each 
elementary school or you can 
pick them up at the Southeast 
Alaska Discovery Center, 
Tuesday-Sunday from 10:00am-
4:00pm.

Friday, April 10, 2009

7:00-8:00 pm Birding Insight 
Tracking Eiders on the North 
Slope with Dr. Scott Ford.
Over the past 15 years, 
eiders have been implanted 

with satellite transmitters 
and tracked in their annual 
movements around the arctic. 
Dr. Ford accompanied a 
team last summer to perform 
implants in common eiders. 
During this presentation, he 
will show how this work is 
done, what is being learned, 
and discuss some of the 
challenges facing eiders as 
climate changes affect the arctic.

Saturday, April 11, 2009

8:00 am Birding Insight Field 
Series #2*
Birding at Ward Lake with 
local birders Terri Goucher 
and Cheryl Fultz
This is your second chance to 
see, hear and learn the birds 
found at Ward Lake. Meet at 
Ward Lake parking lot, bring 
binoculars, water and wear 
layers.

10:00-12:00 am
Visiting Artists Program *
Make a Ceramic Wall Tile, 
Trivet or Vase for your Garden 
with Leif and Eric Sivertsen

Big Foot Studios
325 Bawden-Lower
Parents and children 8 and up 
will mold clay into a beautiful 
spring inspired creation.

Pick up kilned/fired pieces 
from the Discovery Center 
on either Saturday, April 
18th or April 25th between 
10:00am and 4:00pm.  There 
is no participation fee, but 
reservations are required.  Call 
228-6220

1:00-2:00 pm Eagles, Owls and 
Hawks for Youngsters with 
Wayne Thompson 
Join Wayne from the Southeast 
Alaska Wildlife Center 
showcasing  live birds and 
explaining their adaptations to 
youngsters and their families.

 

Friday, April 17, 2009

7:00-8:00 pm Birding Insight
Spring Migration of our 
Forested Shores with Steve 
Heinl, ADF&G
This presentation will focus on 
the migrant birds usually seen 
along the shoreline of Ketchikan 
in mid-April, including 
waterfowl, shorebirds, and 
songbirds.  

Saturday, April 18, 2009

8:00 am Birding Insight Field 
Series #3* 
Birding along South Tongass 
Shoreline with Steve Heinl, 
ADF&G 
This is your chance to see, 
hear and learn the waterfowl, 
shorebirds and song birds 
commonly seen south of town!  
Meet at Mountain Point boat 
ramp; bring binoculars, water 
and wear layers.

10:00-12:00 am 
Visiting Artist Program
Learn the basics of Drawing 
Realistic Birds with Chris and 
Patricia Rose 
Adults and youth 13 and up 
this is your chance to learn 
techniques to draw a realistic 
bird!  There is no participation 
fee, but reservations are 
required.  Call 228-6220

1:00-3:00 pm Make Mosaic 
Garden Stones with Dawn 
Rauwolf and Geenah Caraglin
Kids 5 years to adult will 
learn how to use cement and 
stones to make a gorgeous 
piece for the garden.  There 
is no participation fee, but 
reservations are required.  Call 
228-6220

Monday and Tuesday April 
20th and 21st *
Artists can reclaim your 
artwork from the Ketchikan 
Visitors Bureau.

All programs are FREE to the public.
All programs are at the Southeast Alaska Discovery Center unless otherwise noted.*

For programs requiring reservations or any questions please contact the Southeast Alaska Discovery Center at 228-6221



Friday April 24, 2009

7:00-8:00 pm  Birding Insight
Birding in the heart of 
Nowhere Alaska
Gravina Island-Andy Piston, 
ADF&G
Andy will discuss spring bird 
migration in the Ketchikan 
area, with a special emphasis 
on the birds seen this time of 
year on Gravina Island.  For 
each species of bird mentioned, 
he will talk about where they 
are coming from, where they 
are heading, and what they are 
doing on Gravina Island.  

Saturday, April 25th, 2009

7:15 am Birding Insight Field 
Series #4*
Birding on Gravina Island 
with Andy Piston, ADF&G
This is your chance to see, hear 
and learn the birds commonly 
seen on Gravina Island.  
Meet up on the 7:15 Airport 
Ferry.  Bring binoculars, water 
and wear layers.

10:00-12:00 am 
Visiting Artist Program
Painting Birds for Beginners 
with Maida Kelly
Parents and their children 8 
and up will learn the basics 
of watercolor painting using 
colorful birds for inspiration. 
There is no participation fee, 
but reservations are required.  
Contact the Discovery Center at 
228-6220.

1:00-3:00 pm Bird Wonders 
with Faith Duncan
Pre-school children and 
their parents will enjoy this 

interactive program about 
birds.

Hummingbird Coloring 
Competition ends at 4:00pm.  
Turn in your sheets to the 
Discovery Center  

Hummingbird Coloring 
Competition award winners 
announced Wednesday, April 
29th. Artwork with be on 
display through May at the 
Southeast Alaska Discovery 
Center.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
6:30-7:30 pm
How to use 
Binoculars

5:00-7:00 pm* 
Opening Reception 
Juried Art Show
Ketchikan Visitors 
Bureau -131 Front 
Street

7:00-8:00 pm 
Birding Insight 
Beginning Birding 

7:00 am* 
Birding Insight 
Field Series #1
Beginning Birding 
at Ward Lake 

10:00-12:00
Visiting Artist 
Program

1:00-2:00
Flocking to 
Southeast Alaska?

Student Coloring 
Competition begins

7:00-8:00 pm
Birding Insight 
Tracking Eiders on 
the North Slope 

8:00 am*
Birding Insight 
Field Series #2
Birding at Ward 
Lake 

10:00-12:00*
Make a Ceramic 
Wall Tile, Trivet or 
Vase 

1:00-2:00 pm
Live Bird 
Presentation for 
Families

8:00-5:00 pm*
Last day Juried Art 
Show
Ketchikan Visitors 
Bureau -131 Front 
Street

7:00-8:00
Birding Insight
Spring Migration of 
our Forested Shores

8:00 am*
Birding Insight 
Field Series #3
Birding along South 
Tongass Shoreline

10:00-12:00 
Drawing Realistic 
Birds

1:00-3:00 pm
Make Mosaic 
Garden Stones

8:00 am -5:00 pm
Artists can 
reclaim your 
artwork from the 
Ketchikan Visitors 
Bureau

8:00 am -5:00 pm
Artists can 
reclaim your 
artwork from the 
Ketchikan Visitors 
Bureau

7:00-8:00 pm
Birding Insight
Birding in the heart 
of Nowhere Alaska, 
Gravina Island

7:15 am* Ferry
Birding Insight 
Field Series #4 
Birding on Gravina 
Island 

10:00-12:00
Painting Birds for 
Beginners 

1:00-3:00 
Bird Wonders

4:00 pm
Student Coloring 
Competition ends 

Awards announced
Coloring  
Competition
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Alaska Hummingbird Festival Sponsors: 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game,  Alaska 
Geographic, City of Ketchikan, Downtown Steering 
Committee, Ketchikan Arts Council, Ketchikan 
Chamber of Commerce, Ketchikan Visitors Bureau, 
Southeast Alaska Discovey Center, Southeast Alaska 
Wildlife Center, US Forest Service

All programs are FREE to the public.
All programs are at the Southeast Alaska Discovery 

Center-unless otherwise noted.* 


