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Key Message
Thinning quantities of young growth Sitka spruce trees, which are entering a diameter size on the Tongass National Forest appropriate for use in log home construction, is enhancing wildlife and fish habitat within the Starrigavan Watershed. An unusual partnership among universities, research, local conservation organizations, Friends groups and the Sitka Ranger District has resulted in local skill enhancement in log cabin construction, and development of the Starrigavan Recreational Cabin pilot project to test the use of young growth logs for home building. Conversion of bio-mass residues into fuel energy is also being considered long-term to supplement local energy resources. 
Background

The designated use of the area has changed to semi-remote recreation, excluding commercial timber harvesting. Originally clear cut by Nelson Logging Company between 1968 and 1974, the Starrigavan Watershed area was left to grow through natural succession. Thick, dense, clumpy, dog-hair-like trees have grown in to block sunlight to the forest floor and limit the growth of under-story groundcover and forage for wildlife. The Starrigavan Project, covering about 4100 acres, integrates the uses, benefits and functions of the various resources to enhance fish and wildlife habitat, increase forest health, develop a recreational cabin on a road system that is universally accessible, teach local youth in stream restoration exercises, and test wood energy and young growth house log opportunities for Alaskan communities. 
Issue
This project is well-supported by diverse groups and continues to generate interest and reveal opportunities within the local area for capacity building in the community and resource integration and utilization at the forest level.
Current Situation 
Several groups collaborated to launch local skills training in whole log home construction, including:

· Tongass National Forest, Sitka Ranger District
· University of Alaska at Sitka, Community Education and Professional Development Program
· University of Alaska at Fairbanks, Forest Products Program
· Cooperative Extension Service in Fairbanks
· Pacific Northwest Wood Utilization Center
· Sitka Conservation Society
· Safari Club International 
· Friends of the Tongass Cabins
· Southeast Alaska Guidance Association, Adventure Based Education and Youthbuild Program
Twelve students and one observer completed the training. Instructors Mike and Richard Musick taught the class. Richard oversaw construction of the cabin at the recreational site with several student volunteers. The next phase is to construct the roof, install windows and doors, finish the interior, and landscape the perimeter. Materials testing for strength and durability will be ongoing by the Wood Utilization Center.
This community partnership is the first to initiate cutting edge and test-case applications for use of young growth Sitka spruce for whole log construction to enhance local wood product economies as a by-product of restoring watersheds and healthy Forests.
More Information

Carol Goularte, Sitka District Ranger, Tongass National Forest, (907) 747-6671, or Phil Sammon, Public Affairs Officer, Tongass National Forest, (907) 228-6201
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