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The Coffman Cove Community Archaeology Project (CCCAP) is a multi-component partnership involving community, tribal, educational, state, and federal entities. The focus of CCCAP is the “Coffman Cove Site” (49-PET-067) a large National Register of Historic Places eligible archaeological site in the homeland of the Stikine Tlingit people, which contains the remains of over 4,000 years of human occupation at the waterfront in what is now the community of Coffman Cove. The site was first noted in 1970 when logging camp residents reported human remains found at the site of a sand quarry near the waterfront. The central goal of CCCAP is to recognize the concerns of and potential benefits to all parties interested in this place, and, through education, interpretation, and scientific study, to learn about the site’s history, the role it played in the culture history of Southeast Alaska, and the site’s importance to today’s residents of Southeast Alaska. In February 2004, a Congressional earmark of $247,000 was allocated to the project; approximately 20% of the necessary funds for completing the three-phase project goals.
Background


Most of the modern cities and towns of Southeast Alaska are built in locations that have served as villages and camps of the Tlingit and Haida people for many thousands of years. As towns develop the remains of ancient settlements are impacted. Federal and state laws recognize the importance of the archaeological remains in these places as sources of information allowing us to understand the human history of the landscape and past uses of the islands’ resources. Those laws also recognize the special connection of Alaska Natives to these places and our responsibility to incorporate Alaska Native people, their issues and concerns into study and management plans. In Coffman Cove, we have the opportunity to step in as development is happening and retrieve some valuable information about the town’s ancient past, to provide some protection of important cultural values, and to provide educational and interpretive opportunities for island residents and visitors. The goal of CCCAP is to go beyond consultation and work in a partnership, bringing together municipal, tribal, state, federal, and educational interests in a cooperative effort to preserve invaluable information about Southeast Alaska’s past while deriving optimal benefits from this important archaeological project.


  The effort to combine forces and work toward a mutually beneficial solution to the situation at 49-PET-067 began with discovery of human remains during installation of a sewer line near the Coffman Cove waterfront in 1997. Partners recognized their mutual interests and diverse concerns with the site and its imminent and incremental destruction. A partnership was formalized in January 1999 in a memorandum of understanding between the City of Coffman Cove, the Wrangell Cooperative Association (Tribe), the Alaska Office of History and Archaeology, the Alaska Division of Lands, the University of Oregon, and the Tongass National Forest. The partners sought funding for the project, to consider the interests of all concerned, and to optimize benefits not only in archaeological research, but also in education, interpretation, and community participation.

    In 2000, human remains and associated grave goods recovered from 49-PET-067 over the previous 30 years were repatriated to the Wrangell Cooperative Association (WCA). In a ceremony presided over by WCA leaders, those remains were reburied on the site at a location protected from future development.

    A Congressional earmark of $247,000 was awarded to the project in FY2004 with the stipulation that the funds be spent on the various components of the CCCAP. Since that time we have hosted educational workshops focused on the site, entered into an archaeological excavation contract with Northern Land Use Research of Fairbanks, and dedicated $20,000 to development of interpretive materials through Heritage Designs, a Forest Service enterprise team. 
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Current Situation

   As we progress through FY08, several goals of CCCAP Phase I are being realized. In November 2005, the National Project Archaeology team hosted a Teachers’ Institute in Coffman Cove. That event generated a “shelter site unit” for middle school social studies classes based on the Northwest Coast Longhouse. The unit was pilot tested by two teachers in the Craig City School District in spring 2006.  Fieldwork on the Skeena River in 2008 will provide final pieces of the education module.
   Between June 18 and July 4, 2006, archaeological excavations were conducted at the Coffman Cove site by Northern Land Use Research. Fieldwork resulted in significant excavations in three areas within the site and the discovery of cultural deposits deeper, and thus older, than previously known. Three student interns and 11 volunteers were employed by the project. Over 140 visitors were given tours of the dig by Tongass National Forest archaeologists. The draft final report of the excavations was received  February 29, 2008.  The final report should be available by early summer.

    Heritage Design has submitted draft interpretive materials for review.  These materials should be available for use by late Spring 2008. We are moving toward completion of CCCAP Phase I. The City of Coffman Cove is actively pursuing funding for completion of Phases II and III.
More Information


Barbara Stanley, Recreation, Lands, Minerals, and Heritage Staff Officer, Tongass National Forest: (907) 747-4236; Terry Fifield, Prince of Wales Island Zone Archaeologist, Craig Ranger District, Tongass National Forest: (907) 826-1642; or Sue Marvin, Regional Archaeologist, Alaska Region: (907) 586-7859.

Updated March 3, 2008.
Archaeologists and volunteers water-screen excavated sediments





NLUR Principle Investigators analyze site stratigraphy.
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