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Working With Communities
The practice of forest management and project prioritization was given unprecedented emphasis with the enactment of the Healthy Forest Restoration Act of 2003. HFRA gave the Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Management incentives to contemplate hazardous fuels treatment priorities for local communities. For a community to take full advantage, it must prepare a Community Wildfire Protection Plan. The process of developing a CWPP can help a community clarify its priorities for the protection of life, property and critical infrastructure in the wildland-urban interface. In Alaska, communities have taken advantage of the guidance, Preparing a Community Wildfire Protection Plan, sponsored by the Society of American Foresters, the National Association of State Foresters, the Western Governors’ Association and others. 
A Leading Example
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The Kenai Peninsula Borough’s Spruce Bark Beetle Mitigation Program has assessed the level of risk between communities and geographic areas within the borough (see attached map). On the Kenai Peninsula, through an active, interagency approach, it was possible to rank CWPP areas into four categories: low; medium; high; and extreme risk. Independent contractors facilitated community discussions and created protection plans based on community need. For those geographic areas categorized at extreme risk, all eight CWPPs were completed during the summer 2006. This covers nearly 800,000 acres, 21 towns, and approximately $1.7 billion dollars in cumulative structure value. Two additional CWPP areas assessed as high risk were also completed. The remaining, four, high risk CWPPs will be completed during 2008. 
Unique Aspects 
Lack of road infrastructure in Alaska necessitates boat and air travel. This increases the challenge of addressing remote villages that may be surrounded by flammable, black spruce forests. 
Summary

At the conclusion of 2007, 14 CWPPs have been completed state wide, including one for the entire City of Fairbanks, population 85,000. Ten more CWPPs are currently in progress. Completed plans cover 35 communities throughout the State, engaging community members to prioritize the protection of property and critical infrastructure in the wildland-urban interface. 
More Information

Contact: Debora Cooper; Interagency National Fire Plan Coordinator for the State of Alaska; 
DOI / USFS / State Div of Forestry; (907) 714.2439; debora_cooper@dnr.state.ak.us 
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Kenai Peninsula Borough (KPB) / Spruce Bark Beetle Mitigation Program (SBBMP) are not responsible for errors, omissions, or deletions on this map.

Discrepancies in feature or boundary alignments are due to use of data from different sources.
This map is not a legal representation, is produced for general informational purposes only and is not for sale.
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