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Alaska Dry Kiln/Value Added Processing Grants


Background
In 2001, the U. S. Forest Service Alaska Region State and Private Forestry Program applied for and received funding to support a grant program to stimulate construction of drying and secondary processing activities in Alaska. Initially, $2 million was available for the program. In 2002, an additional $2 million was made available. Not all grants resulting from 2001 and 2002 proposals were implemented. In 2005, a final request for proposals was solicited to distribute remaining authorized amounts. 
Key Outcomes
· From 2001 to 2004, the dry kiln capacity increased from 50.5 mbf to 220.0 mbf

· In 2005, Alaska producers had the ability to dry up to 6.6 mmbf annually

· In 2004, capital investment in kilns was $1.5 million.

· Addition grant funds were used to purchase boiler systems, moulders, planers and other secondary processing equipment.

· Small mills started to produce KD value added products

Icy Straits Lumber

Hoonah, Alaska is a town on the north end of Chichagof Island with a population of 860 people. According to the latest census data the town has 348 housing units. Icy Straits Lumber Company, owned by Wes and Sue Tyler is a major employer Hoonah. This summer the mill employs 17 people. The mill obtained two grants to purchase value-added processing equipment for their mill in Hoonah, Alaska. The first grant in 2001 was used to purchase a dry kiln.

The kiln was original heated using low pressure steam supplied by an oil fired boiler. Given increasing oil costs Wes and Sue applied for and were awarded a second grant in 2005 to install a wood/waste fired hot water boiler and the kiln was converted to a hot water heating system.
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Brunner Hilderbrand dry kiln at Icy Straits Lumber in Hoonah, Alaska.
When compared with many sawmills in North America Wes and Sue are a small business. They produce a wide array of products, ranging from sawn cabin logs, heavy timbers in accordance with specifications supplied by architects, an array of value-added products, and laser burned signs. They supply housing and furnishings to the local market in southeast Alaska and components for architecturally designed homes throughout North America.
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Feed system and wood/waste boiler at Icy Straits Lumber in Hoonah, Alaska.
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Wes Tyler – A day at the office

More Information 

Allen Brackley, Team Leader, Alaska Wood Utilization Center, (907) 747-4308
For more information on Icy Straits Lumber, see: http://www.alaskawoodproducts.
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