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Issue

Protection of high value roadless areas from road development and timber harvest activity on the Tongass National Forest is of local and national importance, particularly for wildlife and biodiversity, recreation and tourism.
Background

Inventoried roadless areas in the Alaska Region include 9.5 million acres (57%) of the Tongass National Forest and 5.4 million acres (98%) of the Chugach National Forest. The Roadless Area Conservation Rule (1/12/2001) has been the subject of several lawsuits. In the most recent ruling (9/20/06), the court re-instituted the rule as it appears in the 2004 version of 36 CFR Parts 200 to 299. The rule in effect includes the text at 294.14(d): “this subpart does not apply to road construction, road reconstruction, or the cutting, sale or removal of timber in inventoried roadless areas on the Tongass National Forest.”
Current Situation 

 In the 2008 Tongass Forest Plan Amendment, 76 percent of inventoried roadless acres are included in the 13.3 million acres of nondevelopment land use designations (LUDs). The Forest Plan allocates 24 percent of the inventoried roadless acres to development LUDs. Due to the additional protection offered by the standards and guidelines that apply to these LUDs, only 3 percent of the land in inventoried roadless areas would be included in the land base suitable for timber harvest. Even if timber is harvested and roads constructed at the maximum rates allowed under the Tongass Forest Plan for 100 years, at least 80 percent of the Tongass would still remain in an undeveloped condition without roads.

 Additional protection of roadless areas is provided by the Timber Sale Program Adaptive Management Strategy which limits timber harvest to lower value roadless areas unless harvest levels rise sufficiently to warrant allowing timber harvest in moderate value and higher value roadless areas. The Forest Service reviewed six different ranking systems and lists of areas recommended for protection that represent a wide variety of approaches to identifying higher value areas. These included rankings of roadless areas by the: Alaska Department of Fish and Game; Under Secretary of Agriculture in the 1999 ROD; U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service; Southeast Alaska Conservation Council; and relative rankings based on the Wilderness Attribute Rating System. 
 Phase 1 of the Adaptive Strategy limits the scheduled timber sale program to areas already developed and to lower value roadless areas. Phase 2 of the Strategy, which would be implemented only if the level of timber harvest reaches 100 MMBF annually for two consecutive years, allows the scheduled timber sale program to operate in some moderate value roadless areas. Only in Phase 3, which would only be implemented if timber harvest levels reach 150 MMBF for two consecutive years, would the scheduled timber harvest program be allowed to operate in higher value roadless areas. In this fashion, the Timber Sale Program Adaptive Management Strategy offers an extra level of protection for higher value roadless areas. 
More Information
Betsy Rickards, Regional Environmental Coordinator, Alaska Region (907) 586-8854.
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