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Issue

Prior to the 21st century, the major market for Alaska forest products was Pacific Rim countries, although some minor amounts of material were shipped to the Lower 48 states. While the market in the Pacific Rim countries has greatly declined in the last 10 years, the domestic market for lumber from high-grade logs remains strong. Since 1997 and the demise of the pulp mills in Alaska, and reduced pulp production in the Pacific Northwest states and western Canada, markets for wood chips produced from low-grade logs and as sawmill residues have been reduced. In 2007, the closure of sawmills in other regions of North America and an increased demand for renewable energy products resulted in a slight improvement in the demand for chips produced in Alaska.
The center and its partners are looking at the technical and financial problems related to Alaska’s forest-based industries. Partners include: Fairbanks Economic Development Council, the Ketchikan Wood Technology Center, the University of Alaska Fairbanks-Forest Products Program, and several universities outside of Alaska.
Background

Given domestic demand for lumber products (in Alaska and the Lower 48), the emphasis on developing markets within Alaska has been a goal of Pacific Northwest Research Station, Alaska Wood Utilization Center. A 1998 marketing study showed an annual demand for lumber in Alaska of approximately 100 million board feet. This demand is currently met mostly by importing lumber from Canada and the Lower 48. The center’s goal is to increase the use of Alaska products in Alaska.
Results

Studies conducted at the University of Washington Center for International Trade in Forest Products established that these products are in demand by Alaska builders. This study estimated that the annual demand for glulam beams in Alaska as one million board feet. This level of demand should support a small glulam facility in the major population centers. Work at the Ketchikan Wood Technology Center, using funds supplied by the Alaska Wood Utilization Center, has investigated the properties of glulam beams constructed from lumber graded by the new Alaska species lumber grading rules, approved in 2005. This effort has also developed a prototype glulam production facility that is suitable for use to produce the volumes demanded by the Alaska market.

Current Situation 

The center continues to support development of new strength values and technical information about lumber and engineered products for in Alaska. The center is also conducting research to define demand and opportunities to produce products for currently underutilized species such as red alder and white birch. Current work also is defining the levels of use existing use of renewable energy products in Alaska and identifying opportunities to replace expensive fuel oil systems with fuel from renewable sources. A survey currently in process is designed to determine the volume of firewood and other renewable sources of energy used to head Alaska homes. An additional project is determining the ability and interest of homeowners to use biobricks; a product produced from forest biomass and sawmills residues for home heating. This product can be used by anyone with an existing wood stove or fireplace as a supplemental source of home heating. 
As a member of the Alaska Renewable Energy Task Force, the center cosponsored and assisted with the planning of the Alaska Wood Energy Conference held in Fairbanks November 2007. Over 200 people attended. 
In 2007, personnel at the center also prepared an addendum to the Pacific Northwest Research Station publication that projects the demand for timber from the Tongass National Forest and other forest lands in Southeast Alaska. This publication provided detail relative to the basic assumptions and methods in 2006 demand study.
More Information

Allen M. Brackley, Team Leader, Alaska Wood Utilization Center (907) 747-4308
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