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Iditarod National Historic Trail


The Southern Trek

The Chugach National Forest is restoring and developing over 180 miles of the Southern Trek of the Iditarod National Historic Trail, connecting the Alaskan communities of Seward and Girdwood.  The efforts to provide a recreation trail and restore cultural sites along the southernmost portion of this historic route inspire Iditarod enthusiasts, historians, and outdoor adventurers.
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The Chugach National Forest is leading multi-partner, multi-agency efforts to restore and develop this nationally significant trail. Partners include: the Bureau of Land Management (designated administering agency for the entire INHT); primary non-profit partner Iditarod Historic Trail Alliance; the State of Alaska; the Seward Trailblazers; and the communities of Seward, Moose Pass, and Girdwood. 


The Southern Trek, with its close proximity to the state’s major population center and tourism hub, provides the most readily available year-round opportunity for thousands to experience the historic Iditarod first-hand.

Current Situation

The Chugach National Forest is a major partner in the planning and implementation of the statewide 2008-2012 INHT Centennial Celebration.  Together with the Iditarod Historic Trail Alliance, the Bureau of Land Management and the State of Alaska, the Forest Service has developed the INHT Centennial Framework outlining the goals, desired outcomes, activities and opportunities for partner and community involvement.  
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Field projects for 2008 will likely be funded with a combination of agency funds, prior-year Federal Highway funds, and Alaska Trail Initiative grant funds.  Proposed projects include:
· Completion of the 16-mile INHT segment between Bear Lake and Primrose Campground, with the installation of 1,800 feet of puncheon. 

· Design and project preparation of Winner Creek Trailhead on Crow Creek Road near Girdwood.

· Design and contract preparation of one 30-foot pedestrian bridge north of Bear Lake near Seward.

For More Information


Jaime Schmidt, INHT Project Manager, Chugach National Forest, (907) 743-9443, jtschmidt@fs.fed.us.
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