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Program

Planning is the framework for all activities in the national forests. The planning staff makes sure the Alaska Region completes required plans and complies with laws such as the National Environmental Policy Act and the National Forest Management Act. The planning staff also makes sure the public has the opportunity to work with the Forest Service to develop sound decisions for both forest-level plans and for local projects.

National strategic planning efforts of the Forest Service are conducted under the Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act and the Government Performance and Results Act, which require periodic development of agency-wide strategic plans in consultation with field offices and interested parties.

Background

Planners and resource specialists develop land and resource management plans that contain the broad direction for a national forest. These forest plans must be revised every 10 to 15 years to reflect new information and changes in ecological conditions. The Chugach National Forest completed its plan revision in 2002. The Tongass National Forest plan revision was completed in 1997 and is currently being amended.
These forest-level plans provide guidelines on a variety of management issues, such as how much protection fish streams may need, or whether cabins are appropriate for the types of recreation anticipated in various areas, or which watersheds are suitable for timber harvesting.

At a more local level, planners and resource specialists analyze specific project proposals. These proposals are based on the direction in the forest plans, but consider site-specific information in greater detail. For example, if timber harvesting is permitted in a watershed, project planners must consider information specific to that area. How might the soils be affected? Was there an earlier timber sale in the area? What wildlife species live there and how should we protect their habitat during timber harvest activities?

Resource specialists come together to form interdisciplinary teams to complete plans and projects at all levels. By working as a team, multiple resources are considered and individual team members add their own expertise to the process.

The public has an important role in planning. By working with the Forest Service, the public helps the agency consider all aspects of a plan or project, leading to better decisions.

 A line officer, such as a district ranger or forest supervisor, makes the final decision for each project and forest plan. If members of the public believe the planning process did not meet all applicable requirements, they have the right to seek review by a higher level of authority within the Forest Service.

The EP staff coordinates relations between the Forest Service and the State of Alaska under the Coastal Zone Management Act, which requires federal activities and permits that affect resources or uses of Alaska’s coastal zone to be carried out in a fashion that is consistent with the Alaska Coastal Management Program.
The EP staff leads regional efforts to incorporate economic and social analysis in the planning processes at various scales. EP also coordinates the Region’s involvement in the development of the Natural Resource Information System, other inventory and monitoring programs, and assists in the coordination of administrative studies conducted or funded by the Alaska Region.

Summary

The Ecosystem Planning staff serves as the primary source of crosscutting analysis and coordination of interdisciplinary issues related to natural resource management in the Alaska Region.

More Information

Cherie Shelley, Director, (907) 586-8887, or Randy Coleman, Regional CZMA Coordinator (907) 586-8814.  
Reviewed April 2008.
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