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Key Message
Geohedral LLC has staked placer mining claims across approximately 46,000 acres (over 76 square miles) of the Yakutat Forelands.    
Background
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The company Geohedral, LLC has staked and continues to stake over one hundred placer claims along the Yakutat Forelands between Dry Bay and the Situk River.  The staking of claims is focused on areas of black sand ridges or dunes on federal lands.  These black sands contain the iron-rich minerals magnetite and ilmenite.  Ilmenite is also a source of titanium.  In August 2008, Cross Timbers submitted to the Forest Service a Notice of Intent to perform helicopter-supported exploratory drilling at up to 24 locations.  In late September 2008, Reuters released an article detailing the project which stated that the exploration activities would commence by the beginning of October 2008.  
Issue
The Yakutat Forelands are a flat, low-lying area defined as a high sensitivity area for the presence of cultural resources.  There has been no area-wide archaeological survey done in the Yakutat Forelands, and the Yakutat Tlingit Tribe has expressed serious concerns that exploration activities will negatively impact known ancient village sites and potential cultural resources, as well as areas related to oral histories.  The exploration drilling is slated to take place during a key subsistence hunting season.  Residents have also expressed concerns that drilling activities will negatively impact subsistence activities and important salmon habitat.    
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Current Situation 
Cross Timbers Foestry, Inc was contracted by Geohedral, LLC to stake claims and conduct exploratory drilling and coring on staked claims.  Claims have been staked totaling 46,000 acres (76 square miles) across the Yakutat Forelands.  In November 2008, Cross Timbers completed core sampling at 10 sites.  Drilling was completed using a sonic, rotary or hammer drilling rig that was lifted by helicopter and placed on a slotted metal pad of approximately 20 ft. by 20 ft.  The pad’s purpose is to distribute the weight of the drill to approximately ¼ lb. per square inch (psi) pressure.  By comparison, a typical human exerts approximately 1 ½ lb. psi. and a Jet Ranger helicopter exerts approximately 4 lb. psi.  The drill used air or in-hole water as a drilling fluid, causing no contamination to the soil or water table.  A cultural resource representative from the Yakutat Tlingit Tribe accompanied Cross Timbers to all drill sites prior to drilling for clearence of cultural resources.  Cross Timbers has staked claims from the Situk River to Dry Bay during the past summer.  To date, there has not been a Notice of Intent filed for any mining operations.
More Information
Lee Benson, Yakutat District Ranger, Tongass National Forest, (907) 784-3359
John Kato, Regional Geologist, Alaska Region, (907) 586-7869
Yakutat
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