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Hecla Greens Creek Mine
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Key Message 

The Hecla Greens Creek Mine is one of the nation’s top silver producers and the top producer of silver and zinc from National Forest System lands. The Hecla Greens Creek Mine is unique in that it operates within an ANILCA designated national monument in a special non-wilderness area which facilitates underground mining. Hecla Greens Creek Mine is currently the largest private sector, year-round employer in Juneau, directly and indirectly employing 407 Southeast Alaskans, with an annual payroll of $38 million. 

Background 
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Hecla Greens Creek Mine is a large, underground silver, zinc, lead, and gold mine located on the northern end of Admiralty Island National Monument, affecting about 320 acres of the non-wilderness Monument lands. The deposit was discovered just prior to the Admiralty Island National Monument being established by the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) in 1980. The mine was a joint venture between Kennecott Minerals and the Hecla Mining Company, however, an April 2008 agreement was been made for Hecla to purchase Kennecott’s holdings in the mine. The reclamation bond for the mine is currently over 26 million dollars and will be reviewed in 2008. 

Issues 

· The Hecla acquisition of Kennecott holdings in the mine was completed April 2008.
· A third-party environmental audit is underway with the selected contractor, SRK Consulting. 
Current Situation 
Hecla Greens Creek Mine currently produces about 2,200 tons of ore per day. The mine has approximately 10 years of ore reserves. Mine life may also be affected by metal prices and the results of ongoing exploration. Hecla Greens Creek is currently expanding the Tailings Facility as approved by the Forest Service in an FEIS published in November, 2003. 

More Information 
Kathy Rodriguez, District Ranger, Admiralty Island National Monument, (907) 790-7472; or  
John Kato, Regional Geologist, Alaska Region (907) 586-7869 
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