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Issue

In September 2004, the Bureau of Land Management issued a Certificate of Allotment to the heirs of Situk Harry, which was claimed by Situk Harry under the 1906 Native Allotment Act. This 46-acre allotment is located near the mouth of the Situk River, a world-class salmon and steelhead fishery on the Yakutat Ranger District, Tongass National Forest. The Situk River is the main sport, commercial and subsistence fishery in Yakutat and much of the economy of the community is tied to this river and its access. 

A portion of the Strawberry Point Road and facilities associated with access to the Situk River were transferred to new owners. This included 450 feet of road, which provided the main public boat and angler access to the Lower Situk River. Associated facilities at the Situk River access included a vault toilet, parking area and informational signs. The transfer also included 1,600 feet of road that previously provided the public and permittees access to Strawberry Point and the beach. 
Background

In 1997, the Yakutat Ranger District in conjunction with the Alaska Department of Transportation, constructed a bypass road to the Lower Situk to provide public access that had been eliminated with the land transfer of an allotment (the Maggie John Heirs), directly north of the Situk Harry allotment. The actual location of the Situk Harry allotment was disputed, but was finalized in 2001. Following completion of administrative processes, the Certificate of Allotment was issued in September 2004. 
Current Situation 

In August 2007, the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Division of Sport Fish purchased the existing access site along the Lower Situk River.  The purchase was funded through the Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Program and Fish and Game funds, thus securing and restoring public access to the Lower Situk River.
The parcel is approximately 0.8 acres in size and included the gravel road, parking area, boat launch, and vault bathroom.  This parcel was formerly a portion of the Situk Harry Native Allotment.
More Information

Lee A. Benson, Yakutat District Ranger, Tongass National Forest (907) 784-3359 
Maria Lisowski, Assistant Director, Recreation, Lands & Minerals (907) 586-8891
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