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The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is proposing to build an airport on Admiralty Island near the city of Angoon. The proposed airport would be on National Forest System lands within the Admiralty Island National Monument and Kootznoowoo Wilderness Area.

Background
ADOT&PF are the sponsors of a proposal to build an airport within Admiralty Island National Monument and Kootznoowoo Wilderness that would serve the city of Angoon. The Federal Aviation Administration would provide the principle funding for the project and would be the lead federal agency for the environmental impact statement. The Forest Service and ADOT&PF would be cooperating agencies in preparation of the environmental impact statement.  
Discussions regarding the building of an airstrip near Angoon have been ongoing since the early 1980s. According to the  2004 Angoon Airport Reconnaissance Study, improved air travel will reduce the community’s isolation, allow for greater economic and infrastructure development in an area with pressing development needs, and would provide improved access to Admiralty Island National Monument.

Current Situation

The location of the preferred or “principal” site for the airstrip is based on the 2004 Angoon Airport Reconnaissance Study.. The proposed airport would be located on 250 acres of National Forest System lands, approximately three miles southeast of Angoon on the northeasterly side of Favorite Bay. About four miles of new road construction would be required. 
Admiralty Island National Monument and Kootznoowoo Wilderness are both Conservation System Units of the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act. Title XI of ANILCA provides the procedures for considering transportation and utility systems in conservations system untis. These procedures, similar to Section 4(d)(4) of the Wilderness Act of 1964, would require both presidential and congressional approval for the airport. 
On March 5-6, 2008, representatives of the FAA, Forest Service, ADOT&PF, and Kootznoowoo, Inc. met with SWCA, the third-party contractor that will be preparing the EIS. They discussed the steps that will be needed to prepare an EIS. A memorandum of understanding between the FAA and Forest Service will need to be developed and signed before the EIS is initiated. Scoping on the EIS is expected to begin in Fall 2008.

More Information

Kathy Rodriguez, Monument Ranger, Admiralty Island National Monument, Tongass National Forest, Alaska Region (907) 789-6202, or Ruth Monahan, Director, Recreation, Lands and Minerals, (907) 586-8877.
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