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ISSUE

With skyrocketing diesel costs, increased demand, transmission lines through Canada, and tax breaks for renewable energy, the hydropower program for the Alaska Region can reasonably expect a steady growth into the future. Several projects are currently undergoing licensing or re-licensing. Once the licensings of these projects are completed, associated work will be permit administration. In addition Southeast Alaska is in the planning process to develop additional electrical interties. 
Background

Forest Service policy is to encourage hydropower production while ensuring that hydropower projects protect and effectively utilize lands and resources. This is achieved by participating in the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission licensing process. The licensing/relicensing process is a quasi-legal administrative process, controlled by FERC, with severe consequences for not meeting timelines. Program coordination with FERC related to licensing is in the Regional Office, since all correspondence with FERC must be signed by the Regional Forester. This cannot be re-delegated. 
Current Situation
FERC is preparing two environmental assesments and the Forest Service is preparing an environmental impact statement for both existing and proposed hydropower projects on the Tongass National Forest. Another four projects are seeking permits for baseline studies in preparation for initiation of the NEPA process. These four projects are proposed in conjunction with a major transmission line that is being proposed into Canada.

The Chugach National Forest has been notified that four projects have been proposed for NFS lands on the Kenai Peninsula. FERC is expected to issue preliminary permits for these projects, which will then require special use permits from the Forest Service for them to conduct baseline studies. 

FERC has issued preliminary permits in Southeast Alaska for numerous tidal projects. While the projects would be located in saltwater, some aspects of the project would be located on National Forest System lands for power transmission.Two projects on the Juneau Ranger District have been licensed and are currently under construction, Lake Dorothy and Kasidaya Creek. Both projects will be producing electricity within the next year. A major transmission line is being proposed up Bradfield Canal to tie into existing electrical lines in British Columbia to sell power generated in Southeast Alaska to Canada and the lower 48 states. If this transmission line is built, more projects would follow. Plans are underway to connect Hoonah, Angoon, Kake, and Coffman Cove to existing electrical systems through interties. The Swan-Tyee intertie will eventually link to Ketchikan. 
The Alaska Region hydropower program has experienced significant growth in the last two years and is expected to continue to grow with demand expected to be strong for the next few years. 
More Information
Roger Birk, Regional Hydropower Assistance Team Leader, Alaska Region (907) 586-8843
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