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Current Situation

In July 2007, the Chugach National Forest culminated a multi-year community-based collaboration effort direction for winter recreation access on the Seward Ranger District. The Modified Preferred Alternative described in the Kenai winter Access Final Environmental Impact Statement was selected. The decision also approved a non-significant amendment to the Chugach National Forest Revised Land and Resource Management Plan (2002).

Three appeals were received on the decision and are currently being processed under the 36 CFR 217 regulations. The decision was implemented with the start of the 2007/2008 winter season as defined in the Revised Forest Plan (December 1-April 30) and the approval of new forest orders.

Background

On May 31, 2002, the Record of Decision for the Chugach National Forest Revised Land and Resource Management Plan was signed. In 2003, after reviewing the appeals and administrative record for the revised CNF Land Management Plan, Regional Forester Dennis Bschor withdrew the portion of his decision that closed the Carter-Crescent Lakes area to winter motorized access. Bschor directed the CNF to reconsider this portion of the decision at the local level, with involvement from all interested parties. 

 The Forest Service began a site-specific analysis for the Carter-Crescent Lakes Area in late February and March 2004. Open houses were held during that time in Anchorage, Seward, Cooper Landing, Moose Pass and Soldotna. At these sessions and in written comments, citizens asked the Forest Service to expand the planning area to allow greater creativity in considering options. Given a larger area, they stated their willingness to work together across communities of interest and place to find a workable long-term solution. 
It was clear the Carter-Crescent Lakes area was highly valued by individuals and communities and that a local collaborative approach to help resolve motorized and nonmotorized issues would be welcomed by most people. Upon consideration, the Forest Service asked for and received approval from the regional forester to expand the planning effort. The planning area now under consideration is generally those national forest lands on the Seward Ranger District.
Community-Based Collaboration

To promote an open and collaborative process, the Forest Service secured the assistance of independent consultants, Gregg Walker and Steve Daniels, to host a series of community-based, collaborative workshops. The introductory workshops were held February 23-26, 2005. The consultants led a second series of workshops March 30-April 2, 2005. These workshops provided people with the opportunity to contribute meaningfully to the Forest Service planning process. 
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“Citizen Planners” for the day, participants from different communities and with different interests rolled up their sleeves and wrote their ideas down, drawing lines on maps and developing management scenarios for providing quality winter access. The interdisciplinary team then worked through these scenarios in developing the alternative management actions in the draft environmental impact statement.
The DEIS was published in Spring 2006 and another round of collaborative workshops were held to discuss the different alternatives. Comments received on the DEIS were used to create a new “preferred” alternative. This alternative generated a supplement to the DEIS. The closing date for comments on the supplemental DEIS was December 18, 2006.

Current Situation

A final administrative decision on the disposition of the appeals is expected in early Summer 2008. 
More information
Bob Simmons, Deputy Forest Supervisor, (907) 743-9516 or Sharon Randall, Forest Planner, (907) 743-9497.
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