
Whittier Road

Comment # Comment
0002-001 We are particularly concerned about the western section of Prince William Sound. The management plan must be

updated to include consideration of the impact of the addition use with the completion of the Whittier access road and
the increase in tour boat & tour ship use. Air quality is already being affected in Port Wells when several tour ships go

0017-004   Kayak campers are making PWS a big outhouse - need to enforce pack in/  pack out that includes human waste. Rd
access will increase this problem drastically esp. close to Whittier.

0018-005  Road access to Whittier is a mistake - the whole atmosphere will change and the quality of the recreational
experience will decline significantly. Impact on fish stocks?? Will be very crowded. Need absolute limits on where to

0018-010 Road access to Whittier is a mistake - the whole atmosphere will change and the quality of the recreational
experience will decline significantly. Impact on fish stocks?? Will be very crowded. Need absolute limits on where to

0023-006 -The road to Whittier will have drastic effects upon Passage Canal area.

0024-001 1) Road to Whittier is OK with me

0030-001 1) Road to Whittier - Those funds could be used much more effectively elsewhere than wasting them to satisfy the
weekend warriars from Anchorage. The charm of Whittier will be supplanted with the tourist sprawl that is evident
along the (illegible) R., Devali, etc. Kiss the pristine Prince Wm Sound Goodbye.

0051-002 2. Impact that the Whittier Road will have on PWS

0062-002 - The road to Whittier is not a practical solution, increase rail service &/or promotion of rail experience to Whittier.

0127-003 (3)  Cancel that road to Whittier and force the railroad to be a better neighbor it change ILLEGIBLE than they have it to
be friendlier to the Whittierites.

0128-004   As to the matter of access to Prince William Sound, I support the idea of a road, incorporating the railroad tunnels,
from Portage Valley to Whittier.  An expansive area as beautiful and varied as the Sound should not be kept from
people.  Rather, appropriate means of access along with appropriate development and control should be, provided.

0156-003 Prince William Sound is a kayaking mecca and uniquely suited for Kayaks.  With the Whittier access tunnel opened
 up I hope we can provide safely for that flood of users.

0165-002  Perhaps more so than any other national conservation system unit in Alaska, the Chugach National Forest will
experience intense growth pains following the completion of new access into Whittier.  Demand will spring up for
many new types of facilities.  The Forest should not assume that these visitors want a pristine natural area.  Many of
these new visitors will want and expect nice accommodations, etc.

0177-003  I hope the plan protects coastal areas in Prince William Sound which will see increased use upon the opening of the
Whittien road.

0202-005  Public Interaction, assistance through the process of activating building the communities idea.  To provide year-round
activity in Whittier, thus something more than a seasonal economy.

0226-002 Access - The Road to Whittier, concerned about the short sightedness of the road & the implication of millions of
visitors with respects to the experience of visiting the sound; diminished wildlife, scenery, & solitude.

0256-005  Rd to Whittier - do not build.

0256-007  1. A. Avoid the Rd to Whittier.

0256-015  Road to Whittier - survey the public & evaluate what the use would be, then estimate impact.

0294-006  Maintain or increase the current roadless inventoried areas on the Chugach.  We are fortunate that, unlike most Other
 national forests, we have relatively few roads, Stop the ill-planned Whittier Road, and instead upgrade the unique rail
 experience for tourists and visitors.

0331-003 Stop the Whittier Road.

0334-006 Stop the ill-planned Whittier Road, and instead upgrade the unique rail experience for tourists and visitors.
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0346-002 Keep access hard - No bays for anchors, no roads, no parks, or camp grounds, when the people finally get here it

won't be easy.  Because people will have to work for the solitude they want and not depend on other people to
provide it for them (at our cost)  When the Wittier Road opens.  Do not put mooring bays in.  Don't make charts for the
best spots (it will be cheap) People in Anchorage want access at any cost.  Make them pay for it (Personally) If
Access is kept hard - People who want to use it will appreciate while locals still have the knowledge of using it as

0370-017 Fund a study of Whittier area - a desired future cond. perhaps..

0382-001  1. A. P.W.S. the negative impacts of a 6-10 time the boat traffic of the Whittier Road   2. A. I use P.W.S. for food &
pleasure.  I don't think we should spend 60,000 & 7000 million so the Los Anchorage majority has another place to

0382-003 1. A. Take politics out of resource management let good science prevail 2. A. The wrong people are making the
decisions  3. A. Increase funding for proper decisions4. A. Kick out Tony Knowles and his Republican cronies   5. A.
They made the Whittier Road decision with no E.I.S. for P.W.S.

0383-003 5. A. as we see an influx of humans to Whittier via the new road system that issues of management will be tested like
 never before.  Especially since we are traditionally underestimating volume of people from 1984 on!

0384-001 1. A. Whittier Road & Logging--non point source pollution (NPS)  causing water quality problems

0384-006 2) Increased use due to Whittier Road.   2) Increased use - concern for non point source pollution from increased

0464-005 Whittier Road construction will improve accessibility to these resources.

0467-003 Recreation and Tourism We are concerned about the increase in recreation and tourism within Prince William Sound
that may accompany the Whittier Access Road.  The Forest Plan should discuss measures (regulatory as well as
new personnel and facilities) to mitigate and accommodate this increased visitation.   Eighteen species of seabirds
are associated with marine waters and use upland areas of the Chugach National Forest, above the high tide line, to
establish breeding colonies.  Common colonial breeding species include the tufted puffin, black-legged kittiwake, and
common murre.   Numerous colonies are located within Prince William Sound and 6 colonies are occupied by over
5,000 individual seabirds.  Disturbance to colonies caused by increased boat activity could negatively affect
productivity and, ever time, population size.   Prince William Sound is also home to over 100,000 Brachyramphus
murrelets and marbled murrelets which breed in coniferous forests and muskegs.

0469-005 Land Use Intensity "Zoning"   A major objective of the plan should be to ensure that Prince William Sound always
includes a diverse array of recreational environments.  With the coming of the Whittier road and other developments it
will not be too difficult to provide more accessible, developed areas for tourists and other recreationists.  The
challenge lies in preserving a healthy chunk of the wild areas that still exist in the Sound.  Doing this on USFS uplands

0479-013  Starting with the impacts of the Whittier road, if it is completed, the Forest Service needs to identify how it intends to
mitigate the impacts of the Whittier road on the wilderness and wildlife values of the forest, and other associated
developments and impacts.

0479-052 The Whittier road alone projects a tenfold increase in the level of use in Prince William Sound by the year 2015. The
Forest Service must come to terms with these levels of increased use and impacts to the forest, and incorporate
planning and impacts mitigation for this increased use.

0479-054 Specific issues regarding roads in the Chugach are as follows:   1) Whittier Road: TWS is interested in having the
Forest Service maintain the current outputs of primitive/wildlife areas surrounding Whittier and in Prince William Sound.
  We would like for the Forest Service to address this in its revision process.

0480-006  This is all the more important considering the construction of the road to Whittier and the impacts on the Sound which
will result.

0495-006  4. Stop the Whittier road because it does nothing for the environment, and it should be replaced with improvements in
 the Alaska Railroad system.

0628-001 Personal Comments Because I have spent many wonderful days by foot, paddle, sail and motor boat exploring the
islands, bays and fjords of Prince William Sound even though I have long resided in Interior Alaska, I urge that the
National Forest Service, its principle custodians, give the Chugach Forest maximum Wilderness Protection.   Road
access to Whittier is going to greatly increase tourism and recreational access to the Sound--some (illegible) by a
factor of 10.  This means impact can also:  Wilderness status is important to assure maximum protection for this
magnificent area so that its pristine beauty and wildlife habitats will be there for generations of visitors--Alaskan,
Lower 48'ers and foreign--to experience and treasure.   Wilderness status must be in place before the impact take

0775-002 If at all possible stop the Whittier Road from happening,
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0781-024 ACE urges the Forest Service to gain a level of control over Prince William Sound projected use by participating in the

Prince William Sound Regional Transportation Plan.  Should the Whittier road be completed, estimates of a tenfold
increase to the Sound, by the year 2015 will severely impact primitive/wildlife areas.  ACE would like the Forest
Service to address this issue within the revision document by maintaining the current level of outputs in
primitive/wildlife areas in Prince William Sound.

0787-008 Stop the Whittier Road!!  Instead improve the rail service which is a unique experience for Alaskans and visitors alike.

0794-001  We need to protect Prince William Sound which will see a dramatic increase in visitors due to the road to Whittier.
Please do the utmost to stop this road.

0802-008  Stop the ill-planned Whittier Road, and instead upgrade the unique rail experience for tourists and visitors.

0812-004    Furthermore, the Chugach National Forest Wilderness Study Area in western Prince William Sound includes some of
 the most scenic, resource rich land in Alaska.  Whittier Road construction will improve accessibility to these
resources.  Congress must act on Chugach National Forest land designations by withdrawing the Nellie Juan-College
Fjord Wilderness Study Area from wilderness designation.

0813-001     The development of the Whittier Access Road has raised concerns regarding the need for planning to deal with
future tourism and recreational growth, particularly in the western portion of Prince William Sound.

0820-037 Should the Whittier road be completed,   estimates of a tenfold increase to the Sound by the year 2015 will severely
impact primitive/wildlife areas.  ACE would like the Forest Service to address this issue within the revision document
by maintaining the current level of outputs in primitive/wildlife areas in Prince William Sound.

0821-023 The dramatically increased human impact from the Whittier road will engender far-reaching effects,   potentially
negative, on dispersed/remote recreational use by independent travelers and the existing small-scale, locally owned
ecotourism businesses currently operating in the Sound.  The Forest Plan must address this change and provide the
means to ensure the continued availability of a remote wilderness experience for visitors and users of the forest.

0832-002  Stop the ill-planned Whittier Road, and instead upgrade the unique rail experience for tourists and visitors.

0836-004  Recreation and Tourism We are concerned about the increase in recreation and tourism within Prince William Sound
that may accompany the Whittier Access Road.  The Forest Plan should discuss measures (regulatory as well as
new personnel and facilities) to mitigate and accommodate this increased visitation.

0837-002  Components of this problem include:   - The effects generated by road access to Whittier. This issue needs to be
carefully evaluated given the potential for increased use.  This access will generate increased use that will have
effects throughout the western parts of Prince William Sound (PWS). We believe it is important to examine the
potential effects of this change in the variety of its aspects: increased demands for parking and facilities in Whittier
proper, increased usage of PWS. facilities, both federal and state; increased conflict between traditional users and
newcomers; increased commercial use to accommodate the increased demand for access and its associated impact
on non-commercial use; potential impacts on state and federal land likely to be impacted by increased numbers of
recreational users; and the impacts to railroad operations.   Increasing conflicts between motorized and
non-motorized uses.  These conflicts will grow as the number of motorized users increases and encroach on areas

0860-004 Taking continued input as the impact of the road is realized

0860-049 Road built to Whittier Marine and fuel station built

0875-001 We have got to get ready for Whittier Road – ID important wildlife and sensitive areas and carefully plan land use.  We
 must consider cumulative impacts on Forest based on adjacent lands.  We have not been approaching or even
considering it on this side of the sound.  Have CRDI identify important wildlife/sensitive areas & “safe, non-intrusive
camping sites.  Have recreation build and permit camp sites.
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