
Kenai Winter Access Collaborative Learning Workshop
Chugach National Forest

Aspen Hotel, Soldotna
2/24/05

NOTE: The comments below are displayed almost verbatim from the documents
received from the public at the above-mentioned workshop.  We did leave out words or
sentences that were illegible and tried to correct any misspelled words.  The numbers
identified at the beginning of some statements below refer to the numbered items in the
document handed out at the workshop entitled: “Kenai Winter Access Constraints,
Assumptions, and Reference Points - - - 22 February 2005”.  This document is available
on the project website: www.fs.fed.us/r10/chugach/news_releases/kenai_workshop/kenaiworkshop1.html

You guys can feel free to use my website to put out the word on when these meetings are going
to be held. My website is related to skiers-snow boarders, and all winter related sports. You can
go to the forum page and put it under AK-49 news, snow.ak.com or you can call me with this
information and I can put it on there.
________________________________________________________________________

1. Advertise meetings in advance (newspaper, radio, etc.)

2. Keep better control during local meetings. Present the facts of the meeting’s purpose, state
them in open discussion.

3. Please give a list of all appropriate contacts, addresses, email contacts, etc. that are reliant to
the meeting.
________________________________________________________________________

We need more access points to areas such as Resurrection so snowmobiles and skiers can both
access huge areas that skiers can’t possibly utilize or even get to without snowmobilers.
Resurrection is huge skiers don’t even use 10% of this area.

The skiers have plenty of areas they do not use. Fly over the areas in question and look and tell
me if you see snowmobile tracks or ski tracks.

Why would you want to close small areas such as Crescent and Carter to snowmobilers when
there are huge areas such as Skilak Lake closed to motorized vehicles and not used by the skiers
they were closed for?

The traditional snowmobile areas I use (Crescent fro 30 years) should be left the way they have
been and skiers should find there own areas instead of taking ours. They don’t use what they
have now!
I snowmobile in Lost Lake, Crescent, Carter, Snow River, Paradise, Nelly Juan, and
Resurrection. I never see skiers except once a year in Johnson Pass. Resurrection occasionally on
trail snowmobilers have made.
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________________________________________________________________________

#8 Not correct/ Need to study areas. Not used by non-motorized but has been designated for
them. If you don’t use what has been given, why do you want more? If all can use the land with
different access points all would be resolved.

#12 Not true

#13 Is most desirable for motorized. Places like Resurrection Pass, Swanson River, and Twenty
Mile. Not well used by nonmotorized, one letter does not justify an empty parking lot. Skiers
cannot get to the back country without the use of snowmachines; you can not ski through 4-5 feet
of snow up hill.

#14 Trails need improvement, access, and parking/correct

#15 True
________________________________________________________________________

1. Create totally new areas not currently being used by snowmobilers and poke in a trail and
cabins just for skiers. As many as it takes.

2. Do not take any areas away from snowmobilers now currently being used.
________________________________________________________________________

#6 One time the Trail Lake area near the railroad leading to Seward skiers from Anchorage to
Seward were dropped off and found the snow to be so deep they could not ski. At the same time
a few snowmachines were in the same area and were told to continue by and ride around the
Glacier area and stay away from the skiers. After about an hour the snowmachines were flagged
down and asked to help a skier and give a ride out because he had broken his leg. The
snowmachine people were asked to pack a trail for the skiers because they could not get back to
thee train tracks to be picked up.

The major factor surrounding the motorized and nonmotorized situation is noise. “That is not a
fair evaluation” The noise is not the issue here. (Land use is the issue) Thank you.
_______________________________________________________________________

Nothing should be closed, skiers all ready have there own areas. Where do the snowmachiners
go that skier’s aren’t allowed to go?
______________________________________________________________________

Why lock up more of the Kenai, so there will be less for us to enjoy. There needs to be more
access to some of these areas (Resurrection) trail, open up the locked gate for snowmachines, no
closed trail, dates some of the areas that are open for snowmachines to use is great riding, but the
access Snow River that access this are is closed. I lived on Skilak Lake in the winter of 2003 in
Dorsin Bay Cabin all winter from Dec. to March I never saw one set of ski tracks on the lake all
winter. I think that both skier and snowmachiners can’t live together. There needs to have respect
for both. Closing more area is not the answer. There needs to be access points for both groups.
Was closing lower Russian Lake Trail to snowmachiners, to skiers the answers? So now only
half the people can enjoy the beauty of the Kenai.
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________________________________________________________________________

#12 This statement is completely false. Maybe 10-20% would be closer to the mark – and keep
in mind that 100% is open to nonmotorized.

#13 I just don’t see how these high up, isolated areas that take so long to get to can be called
“high quality” nonmotorized areas.
_______________________________________________________________________

#5 I don’t mind expanding areas for winter recreation as long as it doesn’t restrict new areas to
use.

#6 I don’t believe that nonmotorized areas have been displaced, especially traditional usage.

#7 I don’t see how you can state what’s in number 7 (which I heartily agree with) and then state
number 8.

#14-20 I agree with these.

#21 Have never agreed with the Resurrection closure, even though I rarely use it. I truly believe
that increased access is the answer to any conflict of use rather than closures. Open the forest up
for God’s sake. It’s logical.
________________________________________________________________________

I’ve been riding in Cooper Landing for 10 years and why change anything?

How many complaints from snowmachiners after Carter-Crescent closed vs. Complaints today
while it is open? If you close any snowmachine area, you will get complaints.

More access – being, open minded with all user groups, we are all equal, do not discriminate!
________________________________________________________________________

#1 ……8 Nonmotorized recreation can take place right alone side motorized use. Snowmobilers
are not complaining about skiers, etc. limiting access for snowmobilers will make it harder for
skiers to access there areas.  2-3 feet if snow far more superior than a skier.

#2 Out fall the times I’ve been to Lost Lake, Snow River, etc. I’ve only seen skier’s use maybe
10-20% of the area that snowmobilers use. Most of the ice fishermen I’ve seen are on
snowmobiles.
________________________________________________________________________
1. When you drive south from Anchorage around the arm you see a sign that says welcome to the
Peninsula. This means the people in the area are not the people from Anchorage.

2. There are several instances that only a few people close an area but takes hundreds to
thousands to open the area if you back up.

3. The Peninsula makes gas and oil not skiers and snowshoes. We drive hundreds of miles to
snowmachine and make a real hard effort to maintain these trails; Cabin Hoppers Club is a prime
example.
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________________________________________________________________________

Please give quiets rights coalition there own space in the Chugach and make them     SHUT UP    !

Find access points for the new user group that you must cater too.
_______________________________________________________________________

1. Grant all users equal access too all areas and all users

2. Cross-country skiers seem not to ski often or far

3. Public disclosure of input affecting access

4. Greater role in decision making process make by local user groups

5. We are all human – we share the same roads, sewage systems, stores, swimming pools, and
lands   , let us share, not give up our areas.
________________________________________________________________________

Post the results of the meeting on a website – put website address in the    local    paper
________________________________________________________________________

I have ridden Lost Lake area for the last eight years – I have never seen anyone skiing up there
Unless    they rode in on a snowmachine.

Why snowmachiners limited – and skiers are are not limited to where they can go?

#5 Why close established snowmachining areas i.e. Lost Lake, Carter-Crescent, Resurrection
Trail, when, yes you can open other areas to skiing – that are more accessible for the skiers

What is the counter at the head of Rainbow Lake?

#5 Your planning process included opportunity to consider feasibility of “new” or “expanded”
areas for winter recreation – it seems clear that these assumptions are     bias   , favoring skiers or
non-snowmachiners. Your expansion of areas for non-machine use is obviously shrinking the
area used currently by snowmachiners. This doesn’t seem fair. How come you skiers are the
exception? Why should snowmachiners be denied access to places skiers are allowed and vice-
versa.

Also, in assumption number 6 that nonmotorized users of these areas find motorized users
disruptive to their “experience” but motorized users are not disrupted at all by skiers – Back up
your casts and findings!! Otherwise it is just B.S. Prove your statements!

#10 is acceptable; use it as a guideline to insure all user groups have access to high-quality
experiences. “Quality” is a matter of opinion.

Open registration at access points
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Trans verse closure of Resurrection Pass


