Table of Contents

Final Environmental Impact Statement
Chugach National Forest
Land Management Plan Revision

Table of Contents

Table of CoONtENtS ......ccoiiiii e [
I e 1= o] = vi
LiSt Of FIQUIES ...t Xiv
=) = Lo S XXiV

Chapter 1 — Purpose and Need

The Purpose of and Need for Action...........cccoooovviiiiiiiiii e, 1-1
Planning Ar€a ........ccoooiiiieiee e 1-1
Need to Change and Rationale ... 1-3
Situation Statements (Significant ISSUES) ...........ccooeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin, 1-4
Ecological Systems Management.................uueuuiiviiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiininnns 1-5
Habitat for Fish and Wildlife ... 1-6
Resource Development ..o 1-7
Recreation and TOUMNSM ..o 1-8

Recommendations for Administrative and

Congressional Designations............cccooooviiiiiiicieee e, 1-10
SUDSISTENCE ... 1-11
Other Issues and CONCEIMS ......cccooiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 1-11
Decisions to Be Made...........coovviiiiiiiiiii e 1-12
The Planning, Environmental Analysis and Decision Process........ 1-12
ConsUltation ProCeSS......cooviiiiiiiciee e 1-13




Table of Contents

Chapter 2 — The Alternatives

0] (oo [8 o3 (o] o P 2-1
Development of Alternatives.............cceoiiiiiiiiiiiiicee e, 2-1
Alternatives Considered in Detail and Alternatives Considered

but Eliminated from Detailed Study............ccoooeeiiiii. 2-12
The Role of Science in Alternative Development and

Environmental Consequences...........ccoevvvevviieeiiiiiiee e, 2-14
Alternatives Considered in Detail..............ooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee, 2-15
Alternative DescCriptionS ..........coovviiiiiiiii i 2-15

I\ [ 30 o1 1 o] o S 2-18

Preferred Alternative..........ccooooeviieiiiiii e, 2-19

ARGrNAatiVe A ... 2-20

ARRErNative B ........coooiieee e 2-21

AREINALIVE C .o 2-22

ARENAtIVE D ... 2-23

Alternative E ... 2-24

Alternative F ..o 2-25
Comparison of the Alternatives Considered in Detail ..................... 2-26

Ecological Systems Management.................uueveveiiiiiiiiiiiiininnnnns 2-26

Habitat for Fish and Wildlife ... 2-28

Resource Development ..........ooooviiiiiiiieieeeeece e 2-30

Recreation and TOUMSM ........cooiiiiiiiiiiie e 2-32

Summary of Consequences by Alternative.............ccooeeeeeieeeennn. 2-33

Recommendations for Administrative (Research Natural
Areas) and Congressional (Wilderness and Wild and

Scenic Rivers) Designation.............ccccoo 2-38
SUDSISIENCE ... 2-41
Program Levels and Budget Allocations.............cccceeeeeviiiieeeennnnnnn. 2-42




Table of Contents

Conclusions Applicable to the Operational and

Maintenance Activities (except Wilderness) ............ccc......... 2-42
Conclusions Applicable to the Construction and

Improvement ACHIVItIES............uuviiiiiiiiiiiie 2-43

Chapter 3 — Environment and Effects

Purpose and Organization of this Chapter..........ccccoooiiiiiiiiiiceeeee 3-1
Resource Protection Measures ..........ccoovveeiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeece e 3-1
Environmental CONSEQUENCES...........uviiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 3-2

Relationships Between Programmatic and Site-specific

EffeCtS ANAIYSIS ...ouviiiiiiiiiiiii 3-2
Physical EIements ..........ooiiiiiii e 3-3
SR 3-4
S To | - SRR 3-10
Water/Riparian/Wetlands.............cooovveeiiiiiie e 3-22
Biological Elements ... 3-41
BIOIVEISItY ... 3-42
Aquatic Ecosystems and Essential Fish Habitat....................... 3-102
Fire Management .............ouuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 3-128
Insects and DiSEases...........iiiiiieiiiiiiiciee e 3-136
Forested Vegetation ... 3-150
PlaNtS. ... 3-168
WIIAIIfe ..o 3-202
Uses and Designations of the Forest............cccvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnns 3-274
Heritage RESOUICES ........uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieieeei e 3-275
50T T - S 3-287
Recreation and TOUSM .........ccoviiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeece e 3-291
SUDSISIENCE ... 3-378
Research Natural Areas ...........ooovvviiiiiiiiiieeeecce e 3-391
ROAdIESS Ar€as .......ooovuieiiiii e 3-400
Access Management .............euiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 3-405




Table of Contents

SNy i 3-415
Wild and SceniC RIVErS..........ccoooiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee 3-436
LAV Lo [T ¢ =T PP 3-450
Production of Natural RESOUICES.............eevvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnns 3-460
Forest Products ............ueoiiiiiiiiice e 3-461
MINEIAIS ... 3-486
Social and Economic Elements ...............oceiieiiiiiiiiiicic e 3-507
SToToIr=] IF=To ol =ToTo] g To] o o] (3 3-508

Potential Conflicts with Goals or Objectives of Other

Agencies and LandOWnErs ..........cooooiiiiiiiiiiieeieeee e 3-571
Resource Commitments ...........ooovviiiiiiii i 3-572
Energy Requirements for Implementing the Alternatives.......... 3-572
Unavoidable Adverse Effects..........cccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie, 3-573
Hazardous Materials. ..o 3-573

Relationship Between Short-term Uses of the
Environment and Long-term Productivity............................. 3-573
Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitment of Resources.......... 3-574

Chapter 4 — List of Preparers

List Of Preparers .........oovveeeiiiiieeeeee e 4-1

Chapter 5 — List of Recipients

List of RECIPIENTS ...cooeveeeeeeee e 5-1

Chapter 6 — Public Participation and Comment on
the DEIS and Proposed Revised Forest Plan

Public Participation and Comment on the DEIS and
Proposed Revised Forest Plan............cccoooeoiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee, 6-1




Table of Contents

Public Comment Period...........oooviiiiiiiieeceee e 6-1
Follow-up Meetings.......ccooveiiiiiieee e, 6-2
Content ANAIYSIS . ... 6-2
CommMENt RESPONSE ... 6-2

Summary of Public Comment on the DEIS and

Proposed Revised Forest Plan ... 6-3
DEILS oo —————————————————————————————— 6-3
Proposed Revised Forest Plan............ccccoooeiiiiiiiie e, 6-6
References
ReferenCes ........ooovviiiiiiie e References-1
Glossary
GIOSSAINY . Glossary-1
Appendixes
Appendix A — Situation Statements ............ccccciiiiii A-1
Appendix B — Description of the Analysis Process .........cccccccceen..... B-1
Appendix C — Roadless Areas...........cceeeeeeeeeiiieiiiiicee e C-1
Appendix D — Wild and Scenic Rivers Evaluation..............cccc......... D-1
Appendix E — Silvicultural Systems............ccoooiiiieiiiii E-1
Appendix F — Access Management Plan..........ccccccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn. F-1
Appendix G - Biological Assessment.............oouuieieeiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeeee. G-1
Appendix H — Alternative Descriptions............c.ceiieiiiieeiiiiiiceeee, H-1
Appendix | - Oil and Gas Leasing Stipulations...............cccccevvvunnnnnn. -1
Appendix J — Management Prescription Activity Matrixes ................ J-1

Appendix K — Public Comments and Forest Service Responses .... K-1

Appendix L — Vascular Plant Species Richness ............ccccevvvvvnnnnnn.. L-1




