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The Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management are proposing to amend land 
management plans for 18 national forests and four BLM units in the northern Rocky 
Mountains to include measures to conserve Canada lynx.  
 
In Montana, the forests include the Beaverhead-Deerlodge, Bitterroot, Custer, Flathead, 
Gallatin, Helena, Kootenai, Lewis and Clark, and Lolo national forests; in Idaho, the 
Clearwater, Idaho Panhandle, Nez Perce, Salmon-Challis and Targhee; in Wyoming, the 
Bridger-Teton, Bighorn and Shoshone; and in Utah, the Ashley.  BLM lands include all 
lands in Idaho and Utah’s Salt Lake Field Office.  
 
The FS and BLM held meetings about the proposed amendment in 21 communities 
during fall 2001. They received close to 2000 comments, which were used to identify the 
primary issues and several alternatives to the proposed amendment.  
 
We are now preparing a draft environmental impact statement for release in winter 2004. 
Another round of informational meetings and comment period will follow the release.  A 
decision is expected in fall 2004. 
 
BACKGROUND:  Several years ago, under authority of the Endangered Species Act, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) listed the Canada lynx as threatened in 14 northern 
states.  They concluded that the main threat is the lack of guidance to conserve lynx in 
10- to 15-year-old land management plans.   
 
Until recently, little was known about this reclusive species that exists in deep-snow, 
high-elevation evergreen forests.  During the last several years, experts in lynx ecology 
compiled the Ecology and Conservation of Lynx in the United States, a summary of 
current scientific knowledge about lynx.  Biologists from several agencies used this 
information to develop a conservation strategy for lynx. 
 
The Lynx Conservation Assessment and Strategy recommends the following: 

• Manage within the historic range of variability for vegetation; 
• Maintain dense understory conditions for snowshoe hares; 
• Minimize snow compaction; and  
• Provide connections within and between lynx habitat areas.  

 
The management direction proposed for the Northern Rockies Lynx Amendment is based 
on the Lynx Conservation Assessment and Strategy.  Most measures require little change 
in the way federal lands are currently managed.  The two measures, which require the 
most notable change, do not allow pre-commercial thinning and new designated 
snowmobile and ski trails in lynx habitat.   


