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Dear Interested Party,
In April of this year, I told you the Forest was conducting a supplement to the Dry Fork Vegetative Restoration Environmental Impact Statement that was completed in November 2001.  This was a result of a Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals remand of our original decision.  Since that time we’ve gathered additional or new information on lynx habitat, goshawk presence, old growth, soil conditions, and sensitive species habitat.   I’ve also received lots of good comments from several of you already, many of them related to the new information, and have incorporated those in consideration of possible management actions for this area.  After reviewing this information, I’ve decided to re-initiate the scoping process with a new proposed action for vegetative treatments within the Dry Fork Belt Creek drainage on the Belt Creek Ranger District.  This provides me with the opportunity to review and update our purpose and need for action, and also allows for a “cleaner” analysis; one that should be easier for our interested parties to track and be involved in.  Much has been done in terms of previous analysis and pertinent information will be used in this environmental assessment.  A map of my proposed action is attached to this scoping letter.  We have renamed this project “Blankenship Vegetation Treatment Project” as the changes distinguish it from the previous analysis. 

Vegetative conditions in the Dry Fork drainage have deviated from desired conditions in part due to fire suppression and other changes in forested conditions.  I am proposing to treat vegetation in the Dry Fork drainage to improve the diversity in structure, species and age class of some forested stands.  This will also provide wood products and provide opportunities to change fire behavior and reduce fire suppression costs along the Dry Fork Road #120, which has been identified as an important evacuation route.  An emphasis would be to treat areas that provide better protection to private lands. 

Treatments under my proposed action include:

	Treatment Type
	Acres

	Understory burning 
	657 acres

	Commercial thinning
	148 acres

	Clear cut or seed tree
	154 acres

	Shelterwood
	88 acres

	Two-story treatments
	102 acres

	Sanitation 
	32 acres

	Liberation
	34 acres

	    Total mechanical treatment
	558 acres


In addition, about 4 miles of temporary and .5 mile of new road would be constructed.  Approximately 3 miles of existing road would require some reconstruction.  

You may also be aware of some of the other restoration efforts that have taken place in the Dry Fork drainage.  This year we improved 23 dispersed campsites and closed 5 user-created dispersed sites and several unauthorized routes that were causing resource damage.  Clean-up efforts at the Block P mill tailings site have been completed and mill tailings have been removed from riparian areas.  

I am providing a 30-day scoping period during which I welcome your comments and feedback on this proposed action, or suggested alternatives to this action.  I will use your input to develop an environmental assessment which I plan to release for additional comment later this winter.  Please send any comments to Tina Lanier, Belt Creek District Ranger, 4234 U.S. Highway 89 North, Neihart, MT 59465 or electronically to comments-northern-lewisclark-belt-creek@fs.fed.us.  Please type “Blankenship Vegetation Treatment Project” in the subject line.  Information will be also posted to our forest website at http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/lewisclark/.  Click on Projects and Plans which will provide a link to documentation on this project.  
In an effort to conserve natural resources, I’m asking you to let me know if you do not wish to receive any more mailings from us about this particular project.  Please call Helen Gallagher at 406-236-5511 ext. 111 if you wish to be taken off our list.

Thank you for your continued interest in your National Forests!
Sincerely,

	
	

	 
	 

	TINA C. LANIER
	 

	District Ranger
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