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Public Comments on the FEIS.   
Public review and comment was solicited on the “draft” environmental impact statement 
(DEIS), and utilized in the preparation of a final environmental impact statement (FEIS).    
No further public review nor public comment is being sought on the “final” EIS.   

 

Appeal of Decisions.   
Reviewers whom disagree with information presented in the FEIS may appeal the Birch 
Creek South Decision which is based upon the FEIS.   
 
The Birch Creek South decision is subject to appeal pursuant to 36 CFR 215.11.  A written 
appeal must be submitted within 45 days following the publication date of the legal notice of 
this decision in the Great Falls Tribune, the newspaper of record.  It is the responsibility of 
the appellant to ensure their appeal is received in a timely manner.  The publication date of 
the legal notice of the decision in the newspaper of record is the exclusive means for 
calculating the time to file an appeal.  Appellants should not rely on date or timeframe 
information provided by any other source.  
 
Paper appeals must be submitted to:    
 

USDA Forest Service, Northern Region 
ATTN: Appeal Deciding Officer 
P.O. Box 7669 
Missoula, MT  59807 
 
Or 
 
USDA Forest Service, Northern Region 
ATTN:  Appeal Deciding Officer 
200 East Broadway 
Missoula, MT  59802 
 
Office hours:  7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 
Electronic appeals must be submitted to:  appeals-northern-regional-office@fs.fed.us 
 
In electronic appeals, the subject line should contain the name of the project being appealed. 
An automated response will confirm your electronic appeal has been received.  Electronic 
appeals must be submitted in MS Word, Word Perfect, or Rich Text Format (RTF). 



 
It is the appellant's responsibility to provide sufficient project- or activity-specific evidence 
and rationale, focusing on the decision, to show why my decision should be reversed.  The 
appeal must be filed with the Appeal Deciding Officer in writing.  At a minimum, the appeal 
must meet the content requirements of 36 CFR 215.14, and include the following 
information: 

• The appellant’s name and address, with a telephone number, if available; 
• A signature, or other verification of authorship upon request (a scanned signature 

for electronic mail may be filed with the appeal); 
• When multiple names are listed on an appeal, identification of the lead appellant 

and verification of the identity of the lead appellant upon request; 
• The name of the project or activity for which the decision was made, the name 

and title of the Responsible Official, and the date of the decision; 
• The regulation under which the appeal is being filed, when there is an option to 

appeal under either 36 CFR 215 or 36 CFR 251, subpart C; 
• Any specific change(s) in the decision that the appellant seeks and rationale for 

those changes; 
• Any portion(s) of the decision with which the appellant disagrees, and 

explanation for the disagreement; 
• Why the appellant believes the Responsible Official’s decision failed to consider 

the substantive comments; and 
• How the appellant believes the decision specifically violates law, regulation, or 

policy 
 
The decisions identified in the Record of Decision shall be implemented as soon as 
practicable following opportunity for review and appeal.   

 

 
 
For Information Contact: DICK SCHWECKE,  Project Leader 
    Lewis and Clark National Forest 
    406-791-7700 
 


