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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Office of EnvironmentalPolicy and Compliance
DenverFederalCenter,Building 56, Room 1003

Post OfficeBox 25007 (D-I08)
Denver,Colorado 80225-0007
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TAKE PRIDE"'
INAMERICA

September 6, 2006

9043.1
ER 06/697

LesleyW. Thompson,Forest Supervisor
Lewis and Clark NationalForest
1101 15thStreetNorth
Great Falls, Montana 59401

Dear Mr. Thompson:

Due to difficulties in accessingthe documenton the Internet,the followingcommentwas not
received in time to be included in our letterof August 31, 2006,which shouldbe discardedand
replacedwith this one.

The Departmentof the Interior(Department)has reviewedthe Draft EnvironmentalImpact
Statement(DEIS) for the Little Belt,Castle, andNorth Half CrazyMountainsTravel
ManagementPlan, Lewis and ClarkNationalForest, and offers the followingcomment.

SPECIFIC COMMENT

Page 243, Potential for Displacement of Wildlife, Chapter III. Affected Environment and
Environmental Consequences, SectionWildlife and Fish

The text here and in previousdiscussionmentionsthat noise from motorizedvehiclescan have
various physiologicaleffectsincludinghigh energeticdemands(page227) on wildlife.
Specificallymentioned are wolverineand lynx. However,the effectsof noise on mammalian
endocrinedisruptionwere not mentioned.

Recent research(Creel et aI., 2002) addressespotential stresscausedby snowmobilesby
monitoringfecal glucocorticoid(GC)levels in both elk and wolves. These data found rises in
GC concentrationscorrelatedwith snowmobileusage. The potentialsignificanceof this research
is that elevatedGC levels are associatedwith physiologicsuppressionof mammalian immune
systemsand reproductivehormones. It is possiblethat endocrinedisruptionfrom noise also
occurs among smallermammals.



Lesley W. Thompson, Forest Supervisor
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Thank you for the opportunityto reviewand commenton this draftEIS. If you have any
questions concerningthis comment,please contactLloydWoosley,Chief ofthe USGS
EnvironmentalAffairsProgram,at (703) 648-5028or at lwoosley@usgs.gov.

cc: Dick Schwecke,ill Team Leader

Sincerely,

~~
RobertF. Stewart
RegionalEnvironmentalOfficer



Robert_F _Stewart@ios.
doLgov

09/06/200604:04 PM

To: comments-northern-Iewisclark@fs.fed.us
cc: Iwthompson@fs.fed.us, dschwecke@fs.fed.us

Subject: LBCCTravel PlanDEIS - Revised001 Comments(Viruschecked)

Revised Department of the Interior comments on the subject document are
attached.

If you require paper-copy or word processor version, please so advise.

(See attached file: LBCC Travel Plan DEIS - Revised DOl comments.pdf)

Robert F. Stewart

Regional Environmental Officer
Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance
u.S. Department of the Interior
P.O. Box 25007 (D-108)
Denver, CO 80225-0007
Voice: (303) 445-2500
Fax: (303) 445-6320
Cell: (303) 478-3373
Email: robert_f_stewart@ios.doi.gov

~
LBCC Travel Plan DEIS - Revi$ed 001 comment$.pdf
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Lesley W. Thompson,Forest Supervisor
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Dear Mr. Thompson:
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August 31, 2006

The Departmentof the Interior (Department)has reviewedthe Draft EnvironmentalImpact

Statement (DEIS)for the Little Belt, Castle, andNorthHalf CrazyMountainsTravel

ManagementPlan, Lewisand Clark NationalForest,and has no comments.

Sincerely,

~~
RobertF. Stewart
RegionalEnvironmentalOfficer

cc: Dick Schwecke,ill Team Leader



Robert_F _Stewart@ios.
doLgov

08/31/200602:40 PM

To: comments-northern-Iewisclark@fs.fed.us
cc: Iwthompson@fs.fed.us. dschwecke@fs.fed.us

Subject: LBCC Travel Plan DE IS - 001 Comments (Virus checked)

The Department of the Interior's comments on the subject document are
attached.

If you require paper-copy, please so advise.

(See attached file: LBCC Travel Plan DEIS - DO I comments.pdf)

Robert F. Stewart

Regional Environmental Officer
Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance
U.S. Department of the Interior
P.O. Box 25007 (D-108)
Denver, CO 80225-0007
Voice: (303) 445-2500
Fax: (303) 445-6320
Cell: (303) 478-3373
Email: robert_f_stewart@ios.doi.gov

~
LBCC Travel Plan DEIS - 001 comments.pdf
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September 6, 2006
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ER 06/697

LesleyW. Thompson,Forest Supervisor
Lewis and Clark NationalForest
1101 15thStreetNorth
Great Falls, Montana 59401

Dear Mr. Thompson:

Due to difficulties in accessingthe documenton the futemet, the followingcommentwas not
received in time to be included in our letter of August 31, 2006,which should be discarded and
replacedwith this one.

The Departmentof the futerior(Department)has reviewedthe Draft EnvironmentalImpact
Statement(DEIS) for the Little Belt, Castle,andNorth Half CrazyMountainsTravel
ManagementPlan, Lewis and ClarkNationalForest, and offers the followingcomment.

SPECIFIC COMMENT

Page 243, Potential for Displacement of Wildlife, Chapter III. Affected Environment and
Environmental Consequences, Section Wildlife and Fish

The text here and in previousdiscussionmentionsthat noise from motorizedvehicles can have
various physiologicaleffects includinghigh energeticdemands(page227) on wildlife.
Specificallymentionedare wolverineand lynx. However,the effectsof noise on mammalian
endocrinedisruptionwere not mentioned.

Recent research(Creel et aI., 2002) addressespotential stress causedby snowmobilesby
monitoringfecal glucocorticoid(GC) levels in both elk andwolves. These data found rises in
GC concentrationscorrelatedwith snowmobileusage. Thepotential significanceof this research
is that elevatedGC levels are associatedwith physiologicsuppressionof mammalian immune
systemsand reproductivehormones. It is possible that endocrinedisruptionfrom noise also
occurs among smallermammals.
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Lesley W. Thompson,Forest Supervisor
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1101 15thStreetNorth
Great Falls, Montana 59401

Dear Mr. Thompson:
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August 31, 2006

The Departmentof the Interior (Department)has reviewedthe Draft EnvironmentalImpact

Statement (DEIS)for the LittleBelt, Castle,and NorthHalf CrazyMountainsTravel

ManagementPlan, Lewis and ClarkNationalForest, andhas no comments.

Sincerely,

~~
RobertF. Stewart
RegionalEnvironmentalOfficer

cc: Dick Schwecke,ill Team Leader


