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COOKING METH ON NATIONAL FOREST LANDS NETS PRISON TIME

Four Lewistown residents have been sentenced to time in federal prison for conspiring to manufacture methamphetamine, manufacturing methamphetamine and maintaining premises for manufacturing methamphetamine.  


Following an initial investigation of illegal drug activity by Deputy Everett Misner, Fergus County Sheriff’s Department, Forest Service Special Agent Duane Moe joined the investigation when evidence surfaced that illegal production of methamphetamine had occurred on Lewis and Clark National Forest lands in the Snowy Mountains near Lewistown.  Jeremy J. Johnson, Daniel M. Dahlin, Brian L. Peterschick and Vicki L. Stimac were indicted by a Federal Grand Jury and were convicted of the charges. 

U.S. District Judge Sam Haddon handed down the following sentences:

· Johnson was sentenced to nine years in federal prison, ordered to pay $9,014 in restitution and will also serve three years of supervised release.

· Peterschick was sentenced to six years in federal prison, ordered to pay $3,720 restitution and will serve three years of supervised probation.

· Stimac was sentenced to two and a half years in federal prison and forfeited two rental properties in Lewistown.  Judge Haddon also imposed three years of supervised release on Stimac.

· Dahlin was sentenced to five years in federal prison, three years supervised release and also was ordered to pay $6,585 in restitution.

“Violations of drug laws on National Forest System lands will be handled through the federal court system where punishments are more stringent,” said Special Agent Moe.  He continued, “Forest Service law enforcement officers are increasingly vigilant to deter this type of crime on public lands.”  
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