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Closure Rescinded, Awareness of Bears Advised

The area closure for bear activity on the Rocky Mountain Ranger District has been rescinded.  The reopened area is near the West Fork of the Sun River, beginning from Reef Creek to the northwest for one mile along and below forest trail #203, and southwest from Reef Creek for one-half mile along forest trail #203.  While the closure has been withdrawn, Forest Service officials are warning forest visitors and neighbors to be bear aware.  

Bears have been active in all the mountain ranges of the Lewis and Clark National Forest and are foraging and eating as much as possible until they den.  Because the natural berry crop is down this year, bears are scouting for any type of food, bringing them to places they might not normally range.  If bears are attracted to unnatural food sources, they can become problem bears that could ultimately endanger someone or cause the bear’s demise.  To avoid creating problem bears, residents and forest visitors should keep food, garbage, grills, pet food, birdseed, and other attractants properly stored and unavailable to bears and other wildlife.

For more information on bear activity or food storage, call Forest Service staff in Choteau, (406) 466-5341; Augusta, (406) 562-3247; Belt Creek, (406) 236-5511; Stanford, (406) 566-2292; White Sulphur Springs, (406) 547-3361; and Harlowton, (406) 632-4391.
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