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    Step 3 Before your visit, please: 
• Finalize your chaperones so that you have one adult for every 

10 students.  Your chaperones are admitted for FREE.  
Groups with special needs students can make arrangements 
for additional chaperones. 

• Brief your chaperones on their responsibilities to help  
      organize your students and maintain discipline. 
• Prepare your students for their learning experience using our 

pre-visit package, and remind them that they will be sharing 
the exhibit hall with other visitors.   

 
    Step 4 On the day of your visit: 
• Please have students wear visible name tags on their clothing.  

This helps the Center staff personalize the program. 
• Unless it is extremely cold, outerwear should be left on the 

bus to save time .  Instruct your students to leave food,  
      beverages, or gum on the bus. 
• Divide your class into groups of ten before you board the 

bus.  Assign chaperones to their group BEFORE you arrive. 
• Fees are collected at the time of visit.  Please have fees 

ready to present at the fee window by one coordinator.  Fee 
may be paid by personal check (made out to USDA Forest 
Service), major credit card, or purchase order (order needs 
school name, tax ID#, date of visit, number of students, 
number of adults other than chaperones).  Please do not mail 
payment in advance.  No refunds. 

 Student program fee  $3.00 per student 
 Adult fee (non-chaperone) $5.00 per adult  
     ($8.00 per adult starting January 1, 2009) 

Driving far and need to overnight your students?  
Contact the Ursuline Center at www.ursulinecentre.com  or 

the Great Falls Lodging Association at 
www.greatfallslodging.com to arrange accommodations. 

    NOTE:  Call 727-8733 to discuss a discount for class visits in  
       December, January and February. 
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Great Falls, Montana 59405 
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Students will visit “Blackfeet Painted Tipis: Design &  
Stories,” an exhibit explaining the traditions and stories 
associated with painted tipi designs. This exhibit opens 
in late Fall 2008 and runs through Fall 2009.  

Primary (Grades K-2) 
Home, Sweet Home 
The Lewis and Clark Expedition met many American Indian tribes on 
their journey across North America, and they discovered tipis were 
only one style of Indian home.  Indian tribes used nature’s materials 
to fashion their homes, and those materials changed with the  
landscape.  Students become familiar with Indian homes from the 
Plains, Plateau and Coastal regions.  They create their own miniature 
home as a remembrance of their visit.   1½ hours.  
Curriculum connection: Indian Education (EU 1, 2), Art (Standards 
5.1, 5.2), Social Studies (Standards 3.4, 3.7, 6.4) 
 

Story Keepers 
Stories teach us about the past. Students learn how stories are 
transferred to future generations through spoken word, painted 
images, journals and maps.  While Indians created beautiful painted 
buffalo robes and told stories to remember the past, Captains 
Lewis and Clark relied on pen and ink to record in their journals and 
charted their travels on maps. Students learn the value of the  
spoken word, as well as journaling and mapping techniques.  They 
create a journal to record their visit.  1½ hours.  
Curriculum connection: Literature (Standards 4.2, 5.1), Social  
Studies (Standards 3.4, 3.7, 6.4) 

Intermediate-High School (Grades 4-12) 
 

Grand Tour: Your Role in the Expedition 
Students join the expedition as a private and learn that life was 
hard during AND after the expedition.  While touring the  
exhibit hall, their character’s role as a member of the  
expedition is revealed.  Students also learn what life was like 
for their character post-expedition.   2 hours. 
Curriculum connection: Social Studies (Standards 1.1, 2.6, 6.7) 

TWO HOUR PROGRAMS INCLUDE LESSON, ACTIVITY, 
GUIDED EXHIBIT TOUR AND 20-MINUTE FILM.  

 

Intermediate (Grades 3-5) 
Symbols in Society 
Throughout history,  people have used symbols to represent larger 
concepts or ideas.  Many cultures utilized symbols found from  
nature to illustrate life events or beliefs.  Students understand 
the meaning of some symbols and how American Indians and Lewis 
& Clark used symbols in the 1800s.  Students decorate their own 
miniature tipi with symbols they design.   2 hours.     
Curriculum connection: Indian Education (EU 1, 2, 3), Social Studies 
(Standards 3.3, 3.4, 3.7, 4.1, 4.5, 4.6) 
 

Let’s Make a Deal! 
Explorers of the American West interacted and traded with  
American Indians for diplomacy and commerce. Students learn how 
and why Captains Lewis and Clark exchanged gifts and goods with 
Indian tribes they met. Students negotiate their own trade using 
beads provided by the Center, then create their own necklace using 
beads they collected in their simulated trade.  2 hours. 
Curriculum connection: Art (Standards 5.1, 5.2), Social Studies 
(Standards 3.3, 3.4, 5.1, 5.2, 6.3, 6.4) 
 

Middle & High School (Grades 6-12) 
Reading the Past 
American Indians recall the past through oral histories, winter 
counts, pictographs and petroglyphs. In Indian country, symbols 
and geometric shapes have significance.  Students learn the way 
Indian tribes recorded their past and what symbols represent, 
then use these skills to decipher a  winter count.   2 hours.  
Curriculum connection: Indian Education (EU 1, 2, 3), Social Studies 
(Standards 4.1, 4.5, 4.6, 6.2, 6.4) 
 

Mapping the Way West 
Captain Clark created fantastic maps of the West for President 
Jefferson. Students learn the primary instruments used by  
mapmakers to chart their course, then use these newfound mapping 
skills to solve a problem.    2 hours. 
Curriculum connection: Math (Standards 1.1, 1.2, 5.1, 5.4), Communi-
cation (Standards 2.2, 3.1), Social Studies (Standards 3.1, 3.4, 4.5) 

Registration Information 
 

The Center is very busy April, May, and June.  For an optimum class 
visit, consider an early school year trip when we can better serve you.   
 

    Step 1   Advance registration required: 
• Call 406.727.8733 to schedule your visit. School programs are  
      offered Tuesday through Friday,  October 1, 2008 through                 

June 12, 2009.   Visits start at 9:30 AM or 12:30 PM. 
• Have the following information available when you call:  choice of 

dates and time, school name, address and zip code, school phone 
number, group coordinator’s name, teacher’s name(s), grade(s), 
number of students (80 max), program choice, method of payment, 
and any special student needs. 

 

    Step 2   You will be mailed: 
• A Confirmation Form to sign/return 14 days prior to your visit. 
• Guidelines for a Successful Tour to review with your students and 

chaperones. 
• Bus unloading/loading instructions so students stay safe. 
 

            
           — Registration information continued on the back — 

Field Trip Budget Blues? 
Our partner, the Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center Foundation, 
is sponsoring a program to help defray the costs for schools 
traveling more than 100 miles one-way to visit the Center.  The 
Foundation will pay your $3.00 student admission fee for  
qualified schools visiting from October 1st to March 30th.   
 

When scheduling your school visit, mention this discount to 
learn if your school qualifies.  

Gas Mileage a Problem? 
3 Rivers Communication is sponsoring School Transportation 
grants to help with gas costs.  If your school is located in the  
3 Rivers Communication area, contact Susan Wilson at 467-4133 
or susan.wilson@3rivers.coop to learn if your school is eligible. 
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