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Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center 
Story Tips – Vol. 4 

 
Contact: Jane Weber, 406.727.8733 

 
Looking for a story ideas? Here are some ideas to consider. Also check out our website: 
www.fs.fed.us/r1/lewisclark/lcic 
 
 
 
Dugout Days Camps 
Steve Schaller, our education coordinator, is offering three week-long camps for kids in July and 
August, but what's really cool is we also have an agreement with Malmstrom Air Force Base that 
provides an exclusive week-long camp on the base July 25-29, 2005. That is followed by the 
final camp of the summer, August 1-5, at the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail 
Interpretive Center. Contact: Paul Lloyd-Davies, Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail 
Interpretive Center, 406.727.8733. 
 
 
 
Rangers on the Road 
In our role of assisting our sister agencies provide interpretive services to their customers, 
several of our employees occasionally provide programming on the Missouri River Breaks 
National Monument through August 2, 2005, and the Helena National Forest through September 
4, 2005. Contacts: Jeff LaRock, supervisory interpretive specialist, USDA Forest Service; Lewis 
and Clark National Historic Trail Interpretive Center, 406.727.8733; Sarah Scott, 406.495.3741  
x239, Helena National Forest; Mark Schaefer, Bureau of Land Management, 406.622.5185. 
 
 
 
New Exhibit Panels and Other Upgrades 
- Lewis and Clark on the National Forests and National Grasslands Panels 
These five panels installed in June in the foyer of the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail 
Interpretive Center have been turning heads. They help tell more of the story of the 1804-1806 
Lewis and Clark Expedition on what’s today National Forests and National Grasslands: 

- Through the Prairies 
o Dakota Prairie National Grasslands 

- In Search of the Headwaters 
o Helena and Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forests 

- Crossing the Bitterroots 
o Bitterroot, Lolo, and Clearwater National Forests 

- Into Blackfeet Country 
o Lolo, Helena and Lewis & Clark National Forests 

- Down the Yellowstone 
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o Gallatin and Custer National Forests 
Contact: Paul Lloyd-Davies, Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail Interpretive Center, 
406.727.8733. 
 
- Corps of Discovery Commemorative Marker 
The permanent brass marker for the Explore! the Big Sky Lewis & Clark Bicentennial National 
Signature Event was dedicated June 25, 2005, on the overlook between the Interpretive Center’s 
amphitheater and building by officials from National Geodetic Survey, Montana Association of 
Registered Land Surveyors, and USDA Forest Service. This is one of 15 being placed 
permanently to mark each of the 15 National Signature Events for the Lewis and Clark 
Bicentennial. Contact: Dale Schaeffer, Montana Association of Registered Land Surveyors, 
406.761.5402; Curtis Smith, National Geodetic Survey, 208.332.7197; Paul Lloyd-Davies, 
USDA Forest Service, 406.727.8733. 
 
- Junior Explorer Patch 
Children 9 to 12 years of age can now earn a new Junior Explorer patch during their visit to the 
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail Interpretive Center. For a number of years, only one 
patch was available for children 5 to 12 years of age. Children 5 to 8 years of age can still earn 
that original Junior Explorer patch, but not the older children have their own special Junior 
Explorer patch. All Junior Explorers also get a certificate when they complete the requirements 
for the patch. They also still have several activity sheets they can use for more fun during the rest 
of their trip along the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail. Contact: Paul Lloyd-Davies, 
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail Interpretive Center, 406.727.8733. 
 
- Iron Boat Replica 
On the front prairie outside the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail Interpretive Center is a 
replica of the iron frame boat Captain Meriwether Lewis hoped to use as one of the boats to 
continue the expedition’s 1805 journey upriver from Great Falls. The replica is on loan from 
Harpers Ferry for an indeterminate period of time. Your contact at the interpretive center is 
Lynette Scriver at 406.727.8733. Other than one of the Lewis and Clark Honor Guard 
encampments (and not all of them, by any stretch), this is the best place for visitors to see the 
iron frame boat and learn about it. 
 
- Outdoor Wayside Exhibit Signs 
We installed 8 new outdoors wayside exhibit signs along our trails at the Interpretive Center: 

- on the overlook trail upstream of the center; 
- on the grasslands trail downstream of the center, 
- on the sidewalk system leading down to the riverside, and 
- along the riverside. 

These signs tell parts of the story we just can't tell as well from indoors, including the importance 
of the role of landscape - especially land, water and wildlife - in the expedition story. 
 
- Wayside Exhibit Signs Along The New Sulphur Springs Trail 
Seven waysides (3 at kiosk at trailhead; four along the trail - including one on the handicap 
accessible spur near the beginning of the SST) tell the story of the role of the landscape and the 
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river in this part of the journey, including the role the water in the spring played in the recovery 
of Sacagawea. Temporary versions of the signs were installed this summer. By fall, we expect 
the permanent panels to be installed. This trail was a joint project with support from USDA 
Forest Service, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, PPL Montana, Montana Conservation Corps, 
State Trails Grant, Bureau of Land Management, and Recreational Trails Inc. A number of local 
photographers allowed us to use wildlife images at no-cost, including Rodney Schlecht and Fay 
Schaller. Several images on the panels also came from Travel Montana's photographer, Donnie 
Sexton. Contact: Paul Lloyd-Davies, Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail Interpretive Center, 
406.727.8733. 
 
 
 
Lewis and Clark Honor Guard 
These are the Great Falls-based re-enactors who have made a name for Great Falls and 
themselves. Think about doing a two-page photo spread on them, listing the member of the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition they portray, their real name, how long they've been in the Honor 
Guard, and what they do in real life. Or a television or radio feature contrasting what one of them 
looks like in their professional life and their life with the Honor Guard. What better time to do 
this than between the 2005 National Signature Event that concluded July 4 and the Honor Guard 
encampment at the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail Interpretive Center on September 3, 
2005. The Honor Guard is still quite busy along the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail this 
summer, making many appearances at events throughout Montana. Contact: Walt Walker, 
president of the Lewis and Clark Honor Guard, 406.761-8591 and visit 
www.corpsofdiscovery.org

http://www.corpsofdiscovery.org/
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