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MOTOR VEHICLE USE MAP (MVUM) PROJECT
Three Rivers Ranger District

Dear MVUM project participant:

It's been several months since our scoping announcement on the Three Rivers Ranger District's project to
produce a Motor Vehicle Use Map (MVUM), so | wanted to take this opportunity to update you on the
District’s progress.

As you will recall, the purpose of this project is to:

Produce a map, by the Chief’s deadline of December 2009, showing designated wheeled
vehicle motorized use on the District, while meeting grizzly bear and big game habitat
requirements.

To meet this need, the District proposed the following actions in the December 2007 scoping letter:

Proposed Action Alternative

1. Allow wheeled motorized access only on currently established open National Forest
System Roads for highway legal vehicles.

2. Limit wheeled motorized access for dispersed camping to pull offs along the
designated road system.

3. Allow only non-motorized travel on National Forest System Trails.

4. Prohibit cross country motorized use on the Idaho portion of the District.

The scoping announcement explained the project sideboards for development of this proposal. This and
other information for this project is located on the Kootenai National Forest website at:
http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/kootenai/projects/projects/motorized-use-map/index.shtml.

Since that time we have modified the Proposed Action to allow motorized access to thirteen existing
popular dispersed camping sites. Thirteen short road segments are proposed to be added to the National
Forest Road System and designated for motorized use by highway legal vehicles as follows:

Route Name Route Number Length
Camp Creek Camp 691H 0.04
Yaak River Takeout 1058 0.05
Yaak River Gauge 1059 0.07
Hellroaring West Camp 524E 0.09
Hellroaring East Camp 508-17.73 0.07
Lower Ford River Access 92-32.76 0.20
Lower Ford River Access Spur 92-32.76P 0.06
Solo Joe - County 92 Camp 92-46.92 0.09
Wood 2 Camp 92-47.76 0.29
Hellroaring Falls Camp 524F 0.17
Whitetail Meadow Camp (seasonal closure) 508-24.51 0.37
Slim Pete Camp 338z 0.03
Wood 1 Camp 92-45.1 0.26
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In response to the December 2007 scoping announcement for the proposed action, we received ten
comment letters. | appreciate the time taken to submit suggestions and concerns for this project. All
letters were carefully considered and evaluated by our District’s interdisciplinary team (IDT) to identify
concerns and significant issues.

We separated the issues into two groups: significant and non-significant issues. Significant issues were
defined as those directly or indirectly caused by implementing the proposed action. Non-significant issues
were identified as those 1) outside the scope of the proposed action; 2) already decided by law,
regulation, forest plan, or other higher level decision; 3) addressed through project design features and
action alternatives, or 4) addressed through comparison of effects of the action and no action
alternatives.

This content analysis process identified the following as a significant issue:

Dispersed Camping Access Issue: The Proposed Action would decrease opportunities presently
available for motorized access to dispersed camping locations. Under the proposed action, motorized
access to dispersed camping locations would be limited to pull-offs along the designated road system.
This is in contrast to what is currently allowed under the 2001 OHV Record of Decision, which permits
wheeled motorized cross-country travel to a campsite within 300 feet off a motorized road or trail.
Cross-country motorized travel to dispersed camping spots is a popular recreational activity on many
areas of the Kootenai National Forest, and there was concern that the proposed action would limit
this activity.

So, to address this significant issue, | have asked the IDT to analyze the following alternative in the
Environmental Assessment (see attached map):

Alternative Developed to Address Dispersed Camping Access Issue: Wheeled motorized
access to dispersed camping sites would be allowed within 300 feet off many specified
National Forest System roads and County roads located on National Forest lands where
the IDT determined it was reasonable with the following criteria:

e Campsite selection must be completed by non-motorized means and then accessed
by the most direct route (no more than 300 feet) causing the least resource damage.
Examples of resource damage include rutting, fording streams, crossing wet
meadows, new user-created routes, hill climbs, noxious weed spread, and cutting or
damaging trees and other vegetation. All these actions would be prohibited.

e Monitoring and enforcement is included in this proposal to ensure that corrective
action is taken should resource damage be observed.

The MVUM project Environmental Assessment is scheduled for release to the public in February 2009,
and we plan on hosting an open house at that time to receive comments on the analysis and answer any
guestions.

I want to emphasize that this project is a first step in implementation of the 2005 Travel Management
Rule. The rule clearly states that planning which results in the annual Motor vehicle use map will be an
ongoing iterative process, not a single decision.

Several comment letters made site-specific suggestions for access management changes. The District
program regularly assesses such suggestions as we evaluate planning subunits across the District for
management needs and proposals. Currently the District is conducting a travel analysis and broad scale
assessment for the Spar and Lake planning subunits in the southern portion of the District. Suggestions
made with the MVUM project that are within these subunits are being considered with that travel analysis



and assessment. Once our field reconnaissance of opportunities is completed, we will be proposing site-
specific actions in the Sparing Bulls NEPA project. If you would like to be on the mailing list for the
Sparing Bulls project, and haven’'t commented previously on that project, please contact Timory Peel,
Sparring Bulls project leader, at our office.

If you have questions on this project, please contact, Douglas Spaeth, MVUM IDT Leader, or Kathy
Mohar, Environmental Coordinator, at 295-4693.

Sincerely,

Mike Herrin
District Ranger

Enclosure
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