No. 13353

NOTICE OF DECI-
SION

REBUILD OF THE
LIBBY (FEC) TO TROY
SECTION OF BONNE-
VILLE POWER ADMIN-
ISTRATION'S LIBBY
TO BONNERS FERRY
115-KILOVOLT
TRANSMISSION LINE
PROJECT

RECORD OF DECI-
SION B

Kootenai National For-
est

On July 30,2008, For-
est Supervisor Paul
Bradford made a deci-
sion to issue a Special
Use Permit to Benne-
ville Power Administra-
tion (BPA) for imple-
mentation of the Pro-
posed Action with the
Kootenai River crossing
realignment as analyzed
and documented in the
Rebuild of the Libby
(FEC) to Troy Section of
BPA’s Libby to Bonners
Ferry 115-kilovoit Trans-
mission Line Project Fi-
nal Environmental Im-
pact Statement (FEIS).
The existing transmis-
sion line corridor
crosses 63.4 acres of
National Forest System
(NFS) lands in Montana
administered by the
Kootenai National For-
est within Lincoln Coun-

ty.

Two rebuild alterna-
tives and three realign-
ment options were ana-
lyzed, along with a no
action alternative in the
FEIS.

It is the appeliant's re-
sponsibility to provide
sufficient project- ‘or ac-
tivity-specific evidence
and rationale, focusing
on the decision, to show
why my decision should
be reversed. The appeal
must be filed with the
Appeal Deciding Officer
in writing. At a mini-
mum, the appeal must
meet the content re-
quirements of 36 CFR
215.14. If no appeals
are filed within the 45-
day time period, imple-
mentation of the deci-
sion may occur on, but
not before, 5 business
days from the close of
the appeal filing period.
When appeals are filed,
implementation may oc-
_cur on, but not betore,
the 15th business day
following the date of the
last appeal disposition.

If an appeal is re- -
ceived on this project,
there may be informat
resolution meetings
and/or conference calls
between the Responsi-
ble Official and the ap-
pellant. These discus-
sions would take place
within 15 days after the
closing date for filing an

appeal. All such meet-
ings are open to the
public. If interested in
attending any informal
resolution discussions,
please contact the Re-
sponsible Official or
monitor the following
website for postings
about current appeals in
the Northern Region of
the Forest Service:

http:/iwww.fs.fed.us/ri™~.

/projects/appeal_index.<
html.

A copy of the Record
of Decision is available
on the Kootenai Nation-
al Forest website at

http://iwww.fs fed.us/ri/k .

ootenai/projects/proj-
ects/bpa-
line/index.shtml. This
document is also availa-
ble on a Compact Disc
(CD) or in hardcopy
from the Forest Supervi-
sor's Office. A copy of
the FEIS is available on
the Bonneville Power
Administration website

at:
http://www.efw.bpa.go

v/ienvironmental_serv- '

ices/Document_Library/
Libby/. ‘

For further information
on this decision or to re-
quest a copy of either
document, contact John
Gubel, Forest Environ-
mental Coordinator,
(406) 283-7774, email:
jgubel@fs fed.us, or Le-
slie McDougall, Libby
Ranger District NEPA
Coordinator, (406) 283-

. ..1568. _ P
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This decision will allow
BPA to rebuild the 17-
mile-long Libby-Troy
section of the existing
transmission line at the
same voitage (115 kV)
with the same number
of circuits (one) as de-
scribed in Chapter 2 of
the FEIS. A total of 171
new structures will be

-installed, with structures

ranging from 60 to 105
feet tall. Approximately
14 miles of existing ac-
cess roads for the trans-

“mission line will be im-

proved, and about 4.5
miles of new access

- roads will be construct-

ed. BPA will rebuild this
section of line using a
combination of wood
and stee! H-frame and
single pole structures.
BPA will also acquire
additional transmission
line corridor width
through new easements
or permitted areas in

some sections to bring -

the corridor up to BPA's
minimum width stand-
ards for 115-kV trans-
mission line operation.
The rebuild wilt add ap-
proximately 5 acres to
the total NFS lands cur-
rently permitted as the
- corridor is widened from
60 to 80 feet over ap-
proximately 2 miles of
existing corridor. Heli-
copters will be used for
constructing the rebuilt
line, except in the Big
Horn Terrace and Pipe
Creek residential areas,
-where all construction
~ will occur from the
ground. The Kootenai
River crossing realign-
ment option will move
the Kootenai River line
crossing about 0.75 mile

east of the existing
€rossing and require ac-
quisition of new ease-
ments and permitted
areas. The realignment
over the Kootenai River
would decrease owner-
ship on NFS lands from
7 acres on the existing
corridor to 6 acres on
the new corridor. This
decision includes two
project-specific amend-
ments to the Kootenai
Forest Plan to aliow: the
removal of snags (cavity
habitat) which present a
hazargi to the transmis-
sion line over approxi-
matlely 6 acres of Man-
agement Area (MA) 10
-and the reduction of the
visual quality objectives
over approximately
acresof MA 17, .

_ This decision is sub-
Ject to appeal pursy
to 36 CFR 215’.) A w?ir:-t
ten appeal, including at-
tachments, must be
submitted within 45
days following the publi-
cation date of the legal
notice of this decision in
the Daily Inter Lake, Ka-
lispell, Montana. |t is the
responsibility of the ap-
pellant to ensure their
appeal is received in a
lgme_ly manner. The pub-
lication date of the legal
notice of the decision in
the newspaper of record
is the exclusive means
for.calculating the time
tofile an appeal. Appel-
lants should not rely on
date or timeframe infor-
mation provided by any
other source. Paper ap-
t;:)eals must be ‘submitted

USDA Forest Senvi
N;O\r]t_fﬁlm Region rice.
. : Appeal Decid-
ing Officer PP ecid

P.O. Box 7669

Missoula, MT 59807

or

USDA Forest i
Ngr%tbr%n Regionservlce’
) : Appeal id-
ing Officer Ppeal Decid

200 East Broadway

Missoula, MT 59802

(Office hours: 7:30
a.m. t0 4:00 p.m.)

- Electronic appea
must be submit‘t)gd tclms:
appeals-northern-fe-
gional-office @fs.fed.us.

.Faxeq appeals must be
submitted to: FAX: (406)
329-3411. in electronic
appeals, the subject line .
should contain the
hame of the project be-
Ing appealed. An auto-
mated response wilj
confirm your electronic
appeal has been re-

ggé\l/ed. Electronic ap-

peais must be submitt

in MS Word, Word P:g :

fect, or Rich Text For-

mat (RTF).



